JACK AND JUNE SM TH

I AM JACK D. SMTH BORN I N PLASTERCO, TEXAS, MARCH
29, 1922. JAMES ARTHUR SM TH AND LELA MARGARET ADAMS WERE MY
PARENTS. THERE WERE TWO LAKES I N OUR AREA AND | LEARNED TO SWM
UNDERWATER BEFCORE | COULD SWM ON TOP. WE HAD A BI G SWNG AND |
WOULD DIVE OFF OF | T AND SWM TO SHALLOW WATER. SO AS A KID
GRONNG UP | DID A LOT OF SWMM NG AND WAS A GOCD SW MMVER. |
JA NED THE NAVY JUNE 19TH, 1940 I N DALLAS, TEXAS. MY NAVY
SERI AL NUMBER WAS 356-30-69. | WVENT THROUGH BOOT CAMP | N SAN
DI EGO, CALIF. I N BOOT CAMP | EARNED ENOUGH MONEY TO GO ON BOOT
LEAVE BY WASH NG OTHER RECRU TS CLOTHES. WHEN | RETURNED FROM
BOOT LEAVE ALL OF MY COVPANY WAS ASSI GNED VERY QUI CK EXCEPT ME
WHEN A NAME JOHN SM TH CAME UP | VENT UP AND ASK. THEY FOUND OUT
HE VWENT ON MY ASS|I GNMENT BEFORE | RETURNED FROM LEAVE. HE VENT
TO THE NORTH HAMPTON. | HAVE OFTENED WONDEREED | F HE MADE | T
THROUGH THE WAR. | WAS SENT QUT ON HI S ASSI GNMENT. | RODE THE
USS PECOS TO PEARL HARBOR | N SEPTEMBER OF 1940 AND WAS ASSI GNED
TO THE U.S.S. PORTLAND FOR A SHORT TI ME. | TRANSFERED TO THE
U S.S. HOUSTON CA 30 | N NOVEMBER 1940 AND WENT TO THE ASI ATI C
FLEET. | WAS ASSIGNED TO THE THIRD DI VI SI ON. MY BATTLE STATI ON
WAS FI RST I N THE POADER Cl RCLE ( SECOND DECK ABOVE WATER LI NE) AND
THEN | WAS SENT DOMN TO THE AFTER HANDLI NG ROOM ( BELOW THE THI RD
DECK AND BELOW THE WATER LINE). AT ONE TIME | WAS A CANDI DATE
FOR THE TRANSFER HO ST I N THE NUMBER THREE TURRET. THE FACT |
WAS NOT IN El THER OF THESE STATI ONS TURNED OUT TO BE VERY LUCKY
FOR ME. WHEN THE 8 | NCH TURRET NUMBER 3 WAS SET ON FI RE BY THE
BOVB FEBRUARY 4, 1942, EVERYONE | N THOSE STATI ONS WERE KI LLED.

WE SPENT TIME I N MANI LA, PHI LLI PI NES AND THE SOUTHERN
| SLANDS. LI BERTY WAS GOCD AND OUR $36. 00 PER MONTH ALLOWED US TO
ENJOY SOMVE LIBERTIES. | HAD A



$10. 00 ALLOTMENT TAKEN OUT EACH MONTH, SO | WAS POOR. |
MADE SEAMAN 1ST CLASS IN JULY, 1942 AND VENT TO $54. 00 PER MONTH.
| | NCREASED My ALLOTMENT TO $20. 00

A MONTH. | WAS STILL POOR, BUT I T KEPT ME OQUT OF TROUBLE.

WE VERE I N THE CAVITY NAVY YARD AND A WEEK BEFORE THE
WAR AND VWE GOT UNDERWAY W TH ONE FI RE ROOM DOAN AND VENT THE
HARBOR OF LLILO, IN THE PHI LLI PI NES. THE WAR STARTED FOR US ON
DECEMBER 8, 1941. WE GOT UNDERWAY JUST BEFORE DARK AND THE JAPS
BOVBED THE HARBOR JUST AFTER WE LEFT.

VWE RAN | NTO SOVE JAPS BEFORE M DNI GHT BUT THEY WENT
ONE VAY AND WE VEENT ANOTHER. WE MET OUR AUXI LLARY VESSELS AND
HEADED FOR BALAPI AN, BORNEO. THE LANGLEY STARTED SHOOTI NG ONE
AFTERNOON AND | T WAS DI SCOVERED SHE WAS SHOOTI NG AT A PLANET. WE
VEENT | NTO BALAPI AN, BORNEO, FUELED UP THEN WENT TO SURABAJA,
JAVA.  THEN WE PROCEEDED TO DARW N, AUSTRALI A THROUGH BALLY
STRAI TS.

ON LI BERTY I N DARW N, AUSTRALI A, | PASSED QUT AT THE
ARMY BASE AND THEY CARRIED ME BACK IN A TRUCK. | LOST MY SHOES
BUT GOI' THE LAST PAIR MY SI ZE ABCARD THE SHIP. MY DI VI SI ON
OFFI CER WAS O. D. (OFFI CER ON DECK) AND DI D NOT PUT ME ON REPORT.

VWE VEENT DOWN BETWEEN NEW GUI NEA AND AUSTRALI A AND
Pl CKED UP A CONVOY WE TOOK TO JAVA. THE 131ST Fl ELD ARTI LLERY
WAS ON ONE OF THE SHI PS. THE GROUP WAS CAPTURED ON JAVA WHEN THE
DUTCH CAPI TULATED. WE WERE M XED W TH THEM | N BATAVIA. THEY HAD
MONEY AND ALL OF THEIR CLOTHES. | HAD TEN DOLLARS AND | BOUGHT A
BLANKET FROM ONE OF THEMWTH IT. THEY | SSUED US TEN DOLLARS
ALSO.  WE WENT BACK TO DARW N AND THEN MET THE LI GHT CRU SER
U S.S. BO SE AND SOVE OTHER SHI PS.  WE WERE GO NG TO RAI D
BALAPI AN, BORNEO. TH S WAS ON SOVE | SLAND. WE VENT UP A NARROW
CHANNEL TO THE PLACE. | THI NK THE BO SE HAD RI PPED QUT HER
BOTTOM ON A REEF AND SHE OFF LOADED 5 AMMUNITION TO US. (I COULD
HAVE THE

SEQUENCE OF THESE FACTS QUT OF ORDER.) ON FEBRUARY 3, VE
WERE ANCHORED W TH THE GROUP OF SHI PS AND THE JAP BOVBERS WENT
OVER US. THEY DI D NOT DROP ANY BOMBS. THEY WERE HEADED FOR
JAVA.  WE GOTI' UNDERWAY AND THE NEXT DAY THEY CAME BACK AND FOUND
US. | T HAS BEEN SAI D THE LAST BOVB DROPPED ON US WAS BY A JAP
THAT WAS NOT FOLLOW NG CRDERS. | T WAS A 500 LB ARMCR Pl ERCI NG
BOVB. | T VENT THROUGH THE AFTER LOOKOUT TEARI NG A HUNK QUT A
SAILOR IN MYy DIVISION S SHOULDER. | T ENTERED ONE LEG OF THE
TRI POCD HOLDI NG UP THE MAIN MAST AND SPLIT IT FOR 12 FEET OR MCRE,
ACTI VATI NG THE DELAYED ACTI ON AND EXPLODED THREE FEET ABOVE THE
DECK ALONG SIDE My TURRET. THE TURRET NUMBER 3 WAS LOADED AND
TRAI NED OQUT TO PORT TO REPEL TORPEDO PLANES. | T SET FIRE TO THE
POADER TRAIN AND ONLY TEN OF US SURVI VED. A REPAI R PARTY WAS
DI RECTLY UNDER THE EXPLOSI ON AND | T BLEW A HOLE | N THE DECK AND
KILLED ALL OF THEM | T WAS THE AFTER REPAI R PARTY. OUR JUNI OR
DI VI SI ON OFFI CER, MR NELSON, HAD BEEN ORDERED TO COME TO THE
BRI DGE A FEW M NUTES EARLI ER TO WATCH FOR TORPEDO PLANES, SO HI' S
LI FE WAS SPARED. MY BATTLE STATI ON WAS | N THE AFTER HANDLI NG



ROOM THE PONDER WAS TAKEN OUT OF THE MAGAZI NE | N A TURN DEVI CE
IN THE DOGGED DOOR AND WE CAUGHT | T AND PUT I T ON A SHELF THAT
WAS PART OF THE DOCR TO THE HO ST. THERE WERE TWELVE BAGS I N THE
HO ST AND THREE LYING ON THI S SHELF. WHEN THE HO ST STARTED I T
TRANSFERRED THREE BAGS AT A TIME, SO WE WERE ABLE TO KEEP THE

HO ST FULL. | HAD THE REPAI R PHONES ON AND | MANNED THE HO ST.

DI RECTLY BEHI ND ME ABOVE MY HEAD WERE TWO VALVES. ONE FLOODED
THE NMAGAZI NE

AND ONE TURNED ON WATER TO SPRI NKLE THE HO ST. THERE WERE
PI NS THAT PREVENTED El THER FROM BEI NG TURNED ON. THEY HAD TO BE
REMOVED BEFORE THEY COULD BE TURNED ON. | ASKED C. J. KUNKE, THE
MAN I N CHARGE, IF | HAD TO REMOVE THE PINS TO TURN THE VALVES ON.
HE SAID “NO. JUST HT THEM” I N THE NAVY AT THAT TIME YQU DI D
NOT QUESTI ON YOUR SENFORS. SO | MADE UP MY MND IF | NEEDED TO
TURN IT ON I WOULD TRY H' S WAY FIRST AND THEN DO I T MY WAY AND
TAKE QUT THE PINS. | THOUGHT WE M GHT BE I N THE DARK SO |
| MAG NED TURNI NG AROUND AND DO NG THE JOB IN THE DARK. WHEN THE
BOVB EXPLODED, (IF IT HAD NOT BEEN ACTI VATED BY THE TRIPOD I T
SPLIT I T WOULD HAVE ENDED UP I N THE MAGAZI NE) THE LI GHTS WVENT
OUT. KUNKE TURNED ON A BATTLE LANTERN AND | SAW SMOKE COM NG OUT
OF THE HO ST. | KICKED THE FLASH DOOR RELEASE SO | T WOULD CLGSE,
TURNED AROUND AND HI T THE

SPRI NKLER VALVE. NOTHI NG HAPPENED. | REMOVED PIN, HT IT
AGAI N, AND OQUT CAME WATER | REPORTED FIRE I N D411M OVER THE
REPAI R PHONES ( SCARI NG THE HELL OUT OF THE WHOLE SHI P.) WE
DUVMPED THE THREE EXPOSED BAGS | N THE WATER TANK. WE GOT OQUR MEN
QUT OF THE MAGAZI NE ( THEY WERE DOGGED | N AND COULD NOT OPEN I T
FROM THE | NSI DE.) WE WERE NOT TRAINED I N WHAT TO DO I N AN
EMERGENCY BUT WE DI D WVHAT HAD TO BE DONE AND WE THEN ABANDONED
THE STATION. | SHOULD HAVE REPCRTED WHAT WE DID. | DI D LATER
WHEN | RELI EVED A PERSON ON THE REPAI R PHONES AT ANOTHER STATI ON.
THEY WERE WONDERI NG | F THE MAGAZI NE HAD BEEN FLOODED. C. J.
KUNKE DI D THAT. BUT OUR TRAI Nl NG SHOULD HAVE COVERED
EMERGENCI ES.  WHEN WE CAME UP ON THE SECOND DECK THE DEAD REPAI R
PARTY WAS PLAIN TO SEE. | WENT | NTO THE M XTURE OF BODI ES
LOCKI NG FOR SOVE ONE ALI VE. THEY WERE ALL DEAD. | TOUCHED A
LI VE ELECTRIC W RE AND MADE ME JUWP. A SAILCR

THAT WAS A MESS COOK WAS LYI NG ON THE PEACOAT LOCKER ON THE
STARBCORD SI DE. HE WAS DEAD. NO LARGE WOUNDS. HAD A LOT OF LITTLE
RED SPOTS ALL OVER HI S UNDERSHI RT SHI RT.

WE CARRI ED BLOCDY, BURNED, AND MANGLED BODI ES AFT
FROM THE HOLE BLOMN | N THE DECK TO THE FANTAI L WHERE THEY WERE
LAID QUT. 48 MEN. ONLY TEN CF My DI VI SI ON SURVI VED. A HO ST
HAD BEEN RI GGED TO BRI NG THEM ON THE NMAI N DECK.

WE THEN HAD A BUCKET BRI GRADE TO EMPTY BLOODY WATER FROM
THE INSIDE OF THE SHI P. THE COOKS SERVED BLOODY CORN BEEF
SANDW TCHES FOR SUPPER. NO ONE QUESTI ONED ME OR ANY ONE ELSE WHAT
HAPPENED | N THE TURRET.
TO MY KNOALEDGE NO ONE CUR DI VI SI ON WAS COVPLEMENTED FOR THE
ACTI ONS TAKEN THAT DAY. JOHN RANGER WAS A VERY BRAVE MAN AND WAS
G VEN A SILVER STAR FOR TAKI NG A FI RE HCSE | NSI DE THE NUMBER 3



TURRET.

| TOLD JOHN I F WVE HAD NOT STOPPED THE FI RE BEFORE | T ARRI VED AT
THE MAGAZI NE HE WOULD HAVE BEEN THE FI RST NAVY ASTRONAUT. SO TO
MY KNOALEDGE JOHN WAS THE ONLY ONE RECOGNI ZED FOR SERVI CE THAT
DAY. AND HE DID DESERVE I T. OUR JUNI OR DI VI SI ON OFFI CER (LORD
NELSON) WAS SO SHOOK UP HE | GNORED ME BRI NG NG BACK TWD BOTTLES
OF SOUTH AFRI CAN BRANDY | N My SOCKS ONE NI GHAT. AND HE BELI EVED
I N PUTTI NG MEN ON REPORT.

IN TJI LATIAP, JAVA THEY MADE COFFI NS OQUT OF WOOD AND
PUT THE BODIES IN THEM My DI VI SI ON SURVI VORS WERE THE HONCR
GUARD TO FOLLOW THE FLAT BED PI CK UP WTH THE BODI ES TO THE
CEMENTARY. THE FUNERAL MARCH WAS PLAYED ALL THE WAY AND I T WAS A
QU ET A FEWM LES. THE BODI ES SMELLED HORRI BLE AND WE WERE
DI RECTLY BEHI ND THE TRUCKS. THE CEMETERY WAS BY THE BAY AND THE
GRAVES WERE SHALLOW THE Tl DE HAD WATER I N THE BOTTOM CF THE
GRAVES. THE SAI LORS PUTTI NG THE

CASKETE I N THE GRAVE BECAME MUDDY. WE WERE AT PRESENT ARMS
A LONG TI ME AND SOVE OF OUR HONOR GUARD STARTED PASSI NG QUT. |
HAD TWO RI FLES LEANING ON ME AS | HELD

PRESENT ARMS. THERE WERE 48 SAI LORS FROM THE HOUSTON AND |
THINK 10 FROM THE MARBLE HEAD. WE HAD ABOUT 50 WOUNDED AND THEY
WERE LEFT IN JAVA. | T TOOK A LONG TIME. THEY HAD JEW SH,
CATHOLI C, AND PROSTANT CERMONI ES. WHEN I T WAS OVER VWE FI RED 3
VOLLEYS. THE 3RD DI VI SI ON SUVI VORS WERE

THE ONLY ONES THAT HAD BLANK AMMUNI TI ON AND FI RED. WE
MARCHED BACK TO THE SHI P TO A LIVELY BAND. ONE THI NG THAT MADE
ME ANGRY | S ONE OF OUR LI EUTANATS JG SAID THAT I T WAS REALLY
GO NG OVER.  THERE WERE DUTCH PRESENT. | DI D NOT REALI ZE VVE WERE
DO NG TH'S TO MAKE AN | MPRESSI ON ON THEM | THOUGHT WE WERE
HONORI NG OUR SHI PMATES.  WE STAYED I N TITI LI JAP, JAVA SEVERAL
DAYS. LIBERTY WAS GO NG TO A PLACE AND EATI NG CH CKEN BARBERCUED
AND BUYI NG BOTTLES OF SOQUTH AFRI CAN BRANDY AND SMUGGLI NG THEM
BACK ABOARD. | CAME BACK WTH TWO BOTTLES I N MY SOCKS AND NELSON
OUR JR DIVISION OFFI CER WAS O. D AND HE ACTED LIKE HE DI D NOT
SEE THEM

WE VENT BACK TO DARW N, AUSTRALI A AND TRIED TO TAKE A
CONVOY OF 4 SHI PS FULL OF SOLDI ERS TO TI MOR. THE FI RST DAY OF
ACTI ON WAS A JAP 4 ENG NE FLYI NG BOAT CI RCLED US ALL DAY.
FI NALLY MAKI NG A RUN ON THE SHI P AT ABOUT 6,000 FT. THE GUNNERY
OFFI CER CHANGED THE CONTROL FROM FWD RANGE FI NDER TO AFTER  THEY
WERE ALL QUT ON DECK WATCHI NG SO THE AA GUNS HAD TO USE LOCAL
CONTRCL. VE THOUGHT WE WOULD SHOOT | T DOAN AND WERE DI SSAPO NTED.
A P40 FI GHTER PLANE CAME OVER THE SHI P BEHI ND THE JAP PLANE AND
THERE WAS SMOKE ON THE HORI ZEN I N

THE DI RECTI ON THEY WENT. THE P40 DI D NOT RETURN AND THE
JAPS QUESTI ONED SOVE OF US | N PRI SON CAMP BECAUSE THE FLYI NG BOAT
ALSO DI D NOT' RETURN.



A LARGE GROUO CF JAP BOMBERS CAME BACK THE NEXT DAY. NOT
SURE OF THE AMOUNT. | LAY ON THE FANTAI L, {THE AFTER DECK} AND
WATCHED ONE RUN. | T APPEARED TO ME ONE

GROUP WAS FI GHTER PLANES. THEY CAME | N THREE DI FFERENT
DI RECTIONS. THE CAPTIAN I T WAS SAI D HAD A QUARTER MASTER WTH A
SEXTANT SO HE WOULD KNOW WHEN THEY HAD

TO DROP THE BOMBS THEN TAKE HI S EVASI VE ACTI ON. WE WERE
GO NG THE OTHER WAY WHEN THI'S STICK H T NOT TOO FAR FROM US. THE
CAPTI AN SAI D THEY WOULD NEVER HHT H M AGAIN AFTER 4 FEB. | DO
NOT KNOW HOW MANY DROPS THEY MADE BUT THE CAPTI AN PUT OUR SHI P I N
FRONT OF THE BOVBERS EVERY Tl ME THEY MADE A RUN AND NO TRANSPORT
WAS HI T. ONE MERCHANT MARI NE WAS KI LLED FROM SCHRAPNEL ON ONE OF
THE TRANSPORTS.

WE RECElI VED ORDERS TO TAKE THE TRANSPORTS BACK | NTO
DARW N. WHEN WE ARRI VED WE SENT THE TRANSPORTS | N THE HARBOR AND
THEN WE ENTERED. WE RECEI VED A STANDI NG OvI ATI ON FROM THE
TROOPS. VE GOT' UNDER WAY AND THE NEXT DAY CARRI ER PLANES
DEVASTATED THE HARBOR. WE WENT BACK TO TI Tl LI JAP, JAVA AND THEN
THROUGH SUNDRA STRAI TS TO BATAVI A, JAVA. WE WERE JO NED BY THE
EXETER, PERTH, DUYTER, AND JAVA. AND WE HAD THREE ENGLI SH, TWD
DUTCH, AND FOUR AMERI CAN DESTROYERS. OURS WERE FOUR

STACKERS. THE JAPS WOULD COMVE OVER EVERY DAY BOMBI NG JAVA.
THE DUTCH WENT ASHORE AND WE STAYED ON THE SHIP. WE MADE RUNS AT
NI GHT LOOKI NG FOR THE JAP CONVOY. ON THE TH RD DAY WE STAYED OUT
AND VERE BOVBED BY OBSERVATI ON PLANES OFF OF A JAP SHI P. AS WE
WERE ENTERI NG THE HARBCR THE JAP' S WERE S| GHTED AND WE REVERSED
COURSE AND VENT QUT TO HAVE THE JAVA SEA BATTLE. THE JAVA SEA
BATTLE LASTED FROM 4 PM I N THE AFTERNOON

TIL 12 P.M THE CRU SERS OPENED UP AT ABQUT 30, 000 YARDS.
THE JAPS HAD THEI R DESTROYERS MAKE A TCRPEDO ATTACT. A DUTCH
DESTROYER TOOK A FI SH

HEADED FOR US. THE EXETER TOOK A HI'T AND I T HAD TO RETI RE
TO SURI BI A, JAVA. AND WAS SUNK A FEW DAYS LATER. WE TOOK TWO
H TS. WE FIRED A LOT OF ROUNDS AND STARTED CARRYI NG SHELL FROM
NUMBER 3 TURRET SHELL DECK TO NUMBER 2. I WAS ORDERED TO
ROUNDUP 3RD DI VI SI ON SURVI VORS AND HAVE THEM REPCORT AND RELI EVE

THE CREW ON THE SHELL DECK I N THE NUMBER 2 TURRET. WHEN |
ARRI VED THEY DI D NOT NEED ME. | HAD FOUND ENOUGH TO DO THE JOB.
WHEN DARKNESS ARRI VED THE JAP SPOTTER PLANES WERE DROPPI NG FLARES
ON US. JUST BEFORE M DNI GHT WE WERE | N A TORPEDO ATTACT. THE
DUYTER I N FRONT OF US AND THE JAVA I N BACK WERE BOTH HI T. THAT
LEFT THE PERTH AND US. WE HEADED FOR BATAVI A, JAVA AT H GH
SPEED. QOUR 4 STACKERS ESCAPED THROUGH BALLI E STRAI TS

WE ARRI VED | N BATI VI A, JAVA THE NEXT AFTERNOON. A JAP SPCT
PLANE TRI ED TO BOVB US AND WE NEARLY SHOT DOWN OUR OAN SOC THAT
LANDED RI GHT AFTER THE | NCI DENT. WE WERE NOT G VEN ANY FUEL. WVE
WERE LOW ON AMMUNI TION AND FUEL. WE LEFT QUT TO GO THROUGH
SUNDRA STAI TS AND BACK TO AUSTRALI A, THE DUTCH REPORTED NO JAPS



IN YHE VICINITY. WE RAN | NTO THE JAPS LANDI NG ARCUND 11 PM THE
PERTH LASTED ABOUT 30 M NUTES. WE LASTED TIL AFTER M DNI GHT. WE
SHOT AT ANY THI NG WE SAW | WAS HOLDI NG A FI VE-I NCH STAR SHELL
IN THE MESS HALL WHEN A TORPEDO STRUCK UNDER ME I N THE AFTER

ENG NE ROOM  NEVER HEARD SO MJCH NO SE IN MY LI FE. ALL WERE

I NSTANTLY KILL IN THE ENG NE ROOM  SLOAN NG US DOMN SO THE JAPS
MOVED | N AND WERE POURI NG I N SHELL PO NT BLANK. ABANDON SHI P WAS
G VEN. | DI D NOT HAVE A LI FE JACKET AND THERE WAS NONE | N THE

LI FE JACKET LOCKER. THEY

HOLLORED BACK TO YOUR STATIONS AND | WVENT I N OQUR
COVPARTMENT GOT A DRI NK OF WATER AND AN OLD MOTH EATEN LI FE
JACKET WTH OUT ALL OF THE TIES WAS ON THE SCUTTLEBUT ( DRI NKI NG
FOUNTAIN). | PUT IT ON. | HAD NEVER WORE ONE BECAUSE | FELT
THAT IF | DD IT WOULD MAKE SAI LORS THI NK OUR SHI P WOULD BE SUNK.
ALL OF A SUDDEN |

REALI ZED | WAS ALONE. | VENT UP ON THE STARBCARD SI DE AND
BACK BESI DE TURRET NUMBER THREE. THE JAPS WERE ON THE PCRT Sl DE,
SEARCH LI GHTS ON AND POURI NG IN SHELL PO NT BLANK.



| STAYED A LI TTLE WH LE AND THEN VWENT OVER TO THE PORT Sl DE
AND DOVE IN HEAD FI RST. WHEN | CAME UP | TOOK OFF MY WHI TE HAT
WATCHING I T SINK.  TOOK OFF MY SHOES AND WATCHED THEM SI NK. |
G&Or THE LAST PAIR OF SHOES My SI ZE ON THE SHI P. | T WOULD BE THE
LAST PAIR | WOULD HAVE FOR 3 %2 YEARS. | SWAM AVWAY FROM THE SHI P
TO A LARCE LI FE RATH. THERE WERE A LOT OF SAILORS ON I T AND VE
WERE IN THE LINE OF FIRE. THE SHELL'S WERE CLI PPI NG THE TOP OF
THE WAVES AND THE SCUND RAN THROUGHT YCOUR BODY. WE TRIED TO PULL
TOGETHER AND ROW THE RAFT OQUT OF THE LINE OF FIRE. WHEN WE COULD
NOT WORK TOGETHER TO DO THIS | SAW A MOUNTAIN I N THE DI STANCE
WTH THE MOON BEHIND I T. | THOUGHT I T WAS SUVATRA NOT JAVA SO |
STARTED SWMM NG FOR IT. | WAS ALL BY My SELF AND | SWAM SEVERAL
HOURS AND A SWMMER W TH NO LI FE JACKET CAME BY AND ASK | F | WAS
OK | THINK IT WAS ENSI GN SM TH WHO DI ED SHORTLY AFTER WWE WERE
RELEASED FROM PRI SON CAMP. | TOLD HM | WAS AND HE SWAM OFF.
SOMETHI NG STRUCK MY LEFT ARM AND | THOUGHT SHARKS BUT GUESS I T
WAS A JELLY FISH | HAD STREAKS ON THE ARM

| COULD SEE A LINE OF SHIPS COM NG I N AND | COULD
FEEL THE PULL OF THE PROPELLARS. | SWAM BETWEEN TWO OF THEM |
COULD HEAR VO CES ON THE DECK | THI NK THEY SAWME. | COULD HEAR
THE SURF BREAKI NG ON THE BEACH WHEN A BOAT WENT BY QUT OF SI GHT.
THEN ONE CAME BY CLOSE AND | YELLED AHOY. THEY

STOPPED AND PULLED ME I N. WHEN THEY REALIZED | WAS AN
AVERI CAN ONE STRUCK ME. | FOUGHT BACK AND BROKE FREE AND DOVE
BACK | NTO THE WATER. | REMOVI NG MY LI FE JACKET AND TRIED TO SWM
UNDER WATER AND GET AWAY FROM THEM | T WAS THEN |

REALI ZED HOW EXHAUSTED | WAS. THEY WERE TRYI NG TO HOOK ME
W TH A BOAT HOOK

AND HAD A 30 CALI BER MACHI NE GUN WAS TRAINED ON ME. |
DECI DED MY ONLY CHANCE

TO LIVE WAS TO GO BACK IN.  TH' S TI ME THEY WERE NI CE AND NO
MORE ROUGH STUFF.

THEY TOOK ME TO SEVERAL SHI PS AND FI NALLY TO THE
COWAND SHI P.  WE PASSES SEVERAL TRANSPORTS BEACHED AND ON THEI R
SIDE WTH BI G HOLES SHON NG A WH TE PERSON WAS ON THE GANG WAY
AND SAI D OH AN AVERI CAN. DON T KNOWWHO CR WHAT HE WAS. WAS
TAKEN TO THE BRI DGE. COULD HEAR RADI O COVMUNI CATI ON.  THEY
QUESTI ONED ME. ASK HOW MANY SUBS WERE I N OUR AREA. | TOLD THEM
| DID NOT KNOW COULD BE 50 OR MCRE.

| TOLD THEM | WAS BELOW DECK AND DI D NOT KNOW WHAT HAPPENED
IN THE BATTLE. THEY TOOK ME BELOW AND PUT TWO GUARDS W TH DRAWN
BAYONETS ON THEIR RIFLES. | WAS SO TIRED | WVENT TO SLEEP. DON T
KOWVHOWLONG | WAS ON THIS SH P. WE HAD AN AIR RAID. A BOVB WAS
DROPPED CLOSE TO THE SHI P.  AND AUSTRALI AN SAI LOR WAS BROUGHT

IN. HE HAD BEEN I N THE WATER WHEN A TORPEDO WENT OFF AND
H'S I NSIDES WERE TORN UP. THEY DI D NOT' G VE H M MEDI CAL
TREATMENT. HE DIED IN A FEW DAYS.



I WAS TAKEN TO A SH P AND PUT I N THE CARGO HOLE W TH
ABOUT 20 OTHER PRI SI ONERS. HERE WE LEARNED TO EAT RI CE A
BUCKET OF RICE AND A BI G CAN OF SARDI NES WAS G VEN TO US ONCE A
DAY. THE SARDI NES WERE SPLIT UP THE BEST THAT THEY COULD AND YQU
COVERED I T WTH RI CE. ATE DOWN TO IT AND | F THERE WAS RI CE
STILL YOU COVERED IT WTH MORE RICE. WHEN THERE WAS NO MORE RI CE
YOQU ATE THE SARDINE. NO ONE CAME | NTO THE HOLE W TH US BUT THEY
LOCKED I N AND OBSERVED.

NOT SURE ABOQUT TI ME BUT WE WERE LCADED UP AND TAKEN
ASHORE. WE WERE RI NGED BY MACHI NE GUNS AND A PAPER WAS G VEN TO
US SAYI NG ALL WOULD BE KI LLED

IF ANY OF US TRIED TO ESCAPE. WE WERE LOADED ON TRUCKS
AND TAKEN TO SERANG, JAVA. MY GROUP WAS FI RST TAKEN TO A PRI SI ON
AND THERE WAS NO ROOM SO THEY

TOOK US TO A THEATER. THERE WERE A LOT OF PRI SONERS I N THE
PLACE. SOVE JAVANESE. THE FLOOR WAS | N SEVERAL STAI R STEP
LEVELS AND HAD TWO BALCONI ES. | N EACH BALCONY THERE WAS A
MACHI NE GUNS. THERE WERE WOUNDED ON THE STAGE. OQOUR

WATER HAD TO BE BO LED AND CAME FROM A CHI NESE GRCCERY
STORE A SHORT DI STANCE AWAY. ONE MEAL A DAY AT FI RST CONSI STED
OF ABONX OF RRCE WTH A LITTLE SEA VWEED ON I T. LATER A SECOND
MEAL WAS A SMALL LOAF OF BREAD. | FOUND A TI N CAN THAT WAS MY
DRI NKI NG VESSEL. WE GOT OQUR DRI NKI NG WATER FROM A CHI NESE
GROCERY STORE. THEY HAD A WELL IN THE BACK OF THE STORE. IF |
COULD GET ON THE WATER DETAI L THERE WERE SACKS CF CORN I N THE
ROOM THE WELL WAS IN.  AND | WAS ABLE TO STEAL SOME COF | T AND
BOL IT AND THAT GAVE ME SOVE EXTRA FOOD.

ONE JAP OFFI CER HAD A 25 AUTOVATI C AND WOULD THROW A
SHELL IN THE CHAMBER AND GO AROUND STICKING I T I N YOUR FACE AND
ANGERLY SHOUT I N JAPANESE. HE HAD HI' S FI NGER ON THE TRI GGER AND
I T WAS VERY UNCOVFORTABLE WHEN I T WAS YOUR TURN FOR H M

WE HAD ONE MAN DI E IN THE TI ME WVE WERE THERE WHI CH
WAS ABQUT SI X WEEKS. A MARI NE WAS NAMED HI LL. BOAL MOVEMENTS
WERE SELDOM | DI D NOT HAVE ONE FOR 18 DAYS. SOVE WENT 30 DAYS.
WE LEARNED WHAT BEATI NGS WERE. | T WAS COLD AT NI GHT AND WE HAD
ONLY WHAT WE HAD ON THE CONCRETE FLOOR A LOT OF DI SEASES
STARTED. DYSENTERY. WE HAD A PIT DUG QUT ON THE SI DE THAT WAS
THE TOLET. |IT RAINED A LOT SO IT WAS FULL OF WATER, CRAP, PI SS,
AND MAGCETS.

WE WERE TAKEN DOMWN TO A STREAM SOME Tl MES FOR A BATH.
BI G TERDS OF SH T WOULD FLOAT BY. THE JAVANESE USED IT AS A
SEVEER.

ONE TI ME THEY BROUGHT I N FRESH MEAT AND I T WAS TOUGH
BUT WE ROASTED IT ON THE FIRE. | F YOU HAD NO DRI NKI NG CONTAI NER
WHEN THE BOI LED WATER WAS READY YCQU HAD TO WAI T AND BORROW ONE
AFTER THE OMNER HAD HI' S DRI NK.



ONE DAY A KI NDNESS WAS SHOMWN TO ME. | WAS VERY
HUNGRY AND A JAP GUARD CAME OQUT AFTER THEY FI NIl SHED HE TOOK ME I N
AND HAD ME SET ON THE FLOOR AND |

WAS @ VEN THEI R SCRAPS LIKE A DOG I T WAS AN ACT CF
KI NDNESS AND | WAS HUNGRY. AND | WLL NEVER FORGET IT. |IT MAY
HAVE HELPED ME SURI VE THE THEATOR.

I TH NK VE WERE ABCUT SI X WEEKS | N SERANG WE WERE PUT ON
OPEN TRUCKS AND I N THE VERY HOT SUN. PORTER A MJSI CI AN FI RST
CLASS HAD DI SENTARY HE CAME DOWN W TH THE NI GHT BEFCRE AND HE
FELL I N THE BENJO PIT. NO WAY TO CLEAN H M UP AND HE HAD MAGGETS
AND CRAP ALL OVER HM  AND HE SURVI VED THE WAR. I T TOOK MOST OF
THE DAY TO ARI VE AT THE BI CYCLE CAMP | N BATIVIA, JAVA. WE WERE
PUT I N BU LDI NGS THAT WAS BU LT FOR THE DUTCH ARMY. THEY ONLY
TOOK A FEW QUT FOR WORKI NG PARTIES. THE JAP PATRCLS WOULD COVE
THROUGH SOVE BUT THEY DI D NOT BEAT US VERY MJCH. | T WAS A
SPACI QUS CAMP AND I T SURE WAS A LOT BETTER THEN WHERE WE HAD
BEEN. SERANG WAS AS BAD AS ANY PLACE FOR POWS. THERE WAS
AUSTRALI AN S AND AMERI CANS IN THE CAMP. THE 131ST FI ELD
ARTI LLERY CAME | S A FEW WEEKS LATER AND THEY HAD MONEY AND
CLOTHES. | HAD TEN DOLLARS AND BOUGHT ME A BLANKET OFF OF ONE
OF THE SOLGERS. THEY ALSO | SSUED US TEN DOLLARS. THEY HAD ALL
KINDS OF SPORT EQUI PMENT. WE MADE TENNI S RACKETS OUT OF WOOD AND
THEY HAD VOLLEY BALLS. A LOT OF US HAD NEVER PLAYED VCOLLEY BALL
BUT WE HAD TOURNI MENTS. QOUR NAVY TEAM WAS THE CHAMPS. EVEN THE
JAP COFFI CERS CAME TO WATCH THE BI G GAMES. THE ARMY MONEY
SUPPLI MENTED OUR FOOD AND THOSE COF US I N THE NAVY RECOVERED FROM
THE EARLY PART OF CAPTI VATY IN SERANG. BURVA WAS TO BE A LOT
WORSE BUT THAT EARLY PART GOT OUR FEET WET. WE WERE ASK TO SI GN
A PAPER SAYI NG WE WOULD NOT TRY TO ESCAPE OR THEY COULD KILL US.
WE REFUSED.

THEY HEADERED ALL OF THE PRI SONERS | NTO A LARGE AREA AND
SAID VE WOULD BE THERE TIL WE SI GNED. THE SENI CR OFFI CER COLONEL
THORP ORDERED US TO SI GN

SAYI NG DURESS EXWVMPTED US FROM BREAKI NG OUR WORD | F WE DI D
TRY. WE WERE ALLWAYS A LONG WAY FROM CUR

FRI ENDS AND OUR SKIN COLOR WOULD HAVE G VEN US AVWAY. SOVE
PRI SONERS | N BURMA FOUND THI S QUT BY LOOSI NG THEIR LI VES. THEY
BROUGHT THEM BACK SI CK AND HAD THEM DI G THEI R GRAVES AND SHOT
THEM I N THE HEAD.

SOME TIME IN THE LATTER PART OF THE YEAR OUR GROUP
WAS SPLIT UP AND ONE PART WAS SENT AVWAY. THEY WENT TO S| NGAPCRE
AND THEN TO BURVA.  WE WENT TO SI NGAPORE ON A DI RTY CRONDED JAP
TRANSPORT. CAN T REMEMBER HOW MANY DAYS THE TRI P WAS. WE WERE
GLAD VWHEN WE REACHED SI NGAPORE MALAYA. THERE WE WERE | N CHANG E.
NI CE TWO STORY BUI LDI NGS. THE JAPS VERY SELDON CAME | NTO THE
P. O WAREA. THE | NDI AN TROOP' S THAT HAD CHANGED SI DES AND GONE
OVER TO THE JAP SIDE PATROLED THE I NSI DE OF THE CAMP. THE FOOD
COULD HAVE BEEN BETTER.  BRUTALI TY WAS NOT M SSED. THE ENGLI SH
RAN THE CAMP AND THEY IN My ESTI MATION LI VED A LI TTLE TOCO H GH.
THEY WANTED THEI R SERVANTS AND THEY TRI ED TO COURT MARSHEL SOVE



OF OUR MEN. WE WERE | SSUED A PAIR OF ENGLI SH SHOES FOR BURVA AND
THE FIRST TIME M NE GOT WET ONE SOUL WAS MADE COF PAPER AND | HAD
NOT MORE SHOES. XMAS WE WERE | SSUED A FI FTH OF WHI SKEY TO TEN
MEN. TASTED GOOD BUT THAT WAS ALL I T WAS A TASTE. WE CAUGHT A
MONKEY BUT THE LOCK I T HAD IN Its EYES SHON NG FRI GAT WE COULD
NOT KILL I'T SO VE TURNED | T LOOSE. WE WERE HUNGRY BUT NOT THAT
HUNGRY. WE WERE G VEN AN HONCR BY THE SCOTCH. THEY PLAYED A BAG
Pl PE WVHEN WVE WERE TO LEAVE FOR BURMVA.  SOMVE TI ME | N JANUARY VE
WERE LOADED ON A TRAIN. LITTLE BOX CARS AND

WE WERE SO CROWDED YOU COULD NOT LIE DOMN TI'L YOU PASSED
OQUT. NOT ENOUGH STOPS FCR FOOD. THEY WERE TOO FAR APART AND THE
LENGTH OF TI ME TO RELEI VE THE BOALES AND KI DNEYS MADE | T VERY
UNCOVFORTABLE. | HAD FOUND A PI G BRI SSEL TOOTH BRUSHG AND A
LI TTLE BENT UP TEA POT WTH A LI D THAT ALLONED ME TO BO L WATER
|F WVE HAD WATER AND A FIRE. | TH NK THE TEA POT SAVED MY LI FE.
EVERY TI ME VE TRAVELED A LOT CF PRI SI ONERS CAME DOMWN W TH
DI SENTARY. | NEVER HAD I T. DAYS LATER WE ARRI VED | N PENANG
MALIA. WE WERE PUT ON A 2 SH P AND AN ARMED TUG WAS WTH US TO
PREVENT US FROM TAKI NG OVER THE SHI PS. QUR SHI P HAD AUSTRALI ANS
AND AMERI CANS. THE OTHER SHI P HAD DUTCH AND JAP SOLGERS.
CRONDED AS USUAL. POOR FOOD, WATER, AND WE HAD TO GO ON DECK TO
RELEI VE OUR SELVE. YQU HAD TO GET PERM SSION TO GO ON DECK. NO
HATCH COVER BUT I T WAS VERY HOT. | T TOOK SEVERAL DAYS TO MAKE
BURMA.  WE HAD OUR FI RST SIGHT OF LIBERATORS. 6 OF THEM TWD CF
THEM MADE 3 RUNS ON QUR SHIP. WE COULD WATCH THEM AND SEE WHEN
THE BOVBS WERE DROPPED. THEY HI'T US ONE TI ME STARTING A FI RE BUT
VWE DI D NOT SINK. THE OTHER SHI P WAS SUNK. BUT ONLY 40 DUTCHVAN
WERE LOST. A FIELD ARTILLERY GUN WAS ON THE BOW CF OUR SHI P AND
THE AMMUNI TI ON EXPLOYDED AND KI LLED SOVE JAPS. | THOUGHT THEY
WERE STRAFI NG US ON THE BOVB RUN. THEY WERE ONLY ABOUR 6000 FEET
FROM THE OCEAN.

WE HAVE HAD THE PLEASURE OF MEETI NG THE CREW CF THE
PLANE THAT HHT US AND THE PILOT OF THE ONE THAT M SSED US. THEY
WERE NOT' SURE HOWWE WOULD REACT. WE TOLD THEM THEY HAD SOVE ONE
BELOW PRAYI NG FOR TWO THINGS. THEIR Al M WAS BAD WHEN THEY
DROPPED THE BOMBS | F WVE WERE ON THE TARGET AND THAT THEY

MAKE | T HOVE SAFELY. WE STOOD UP THE ONE THAT M SSED US I N
DALLAS, TEXAS A FEW YEARS AGO AND THANKED HI M FOR DO NG SUCH A
BAD JOB THAT DAY. HE WENT ON AND FLEW IN B 29 IN THE PACI FIC

HE IS A VERY NI CE PERSON.

OUR DESTI NATI ON WAS RANGOON, BURVA.  THE BOMBI NG
CHANGED OUR DESTI NATI ON.  WE PI CKED UP SUVI VORS OF THE SUNKEN
SH P AND THEN WE WERE REALLY

OVERCROADED. | GAVE AVWAY EVERY THING | HAD TO SUVI VORS
EXCEPT WHAT | HAD ON.

IT WAS A VERY JUWPY SH P THE REST OF THE VOYAGE. A JAP
OFFI CER JUMPED OVERBCARD THI NKI NG THERE WAS ANOTHER Al R RAIl D.
THAT NI GHT WE PASSED THROUGH ANOTHER CONVOY THAT WAS BOVBED THAT



DAY. THEY HAD SUNK MOST OF THOSE SHI PS. THESE PLANES WERE OUT
OF INDI A AND THEY HAD A LONG FLI GHT TO FI ND JAP SHI PPI NG

THE SUPPLY LI NES WERE LONG AND THEY WERE SHORT OF A LOT OF
THINGS. AND THEY WERE VERY BRAVE AMERI CANS.

WHEN WE WERE TAKEN OFF THE SH P I N MOLEMAI N, BURVA VE
WERE HELD I N A LEPCR PRI SON A FEW DAYS. AGAI N POCR FOOD AND V\E
HAD JUST COME QUT OF VERY HOT CLI MATE OUR BLOOD WAS THI N AND AT
NI GHT VE NEARLY FROZE. | FOUND OQUT SOVE PRI SI ONERS VWERE GRABBI NG
THE CLOTH NG WE GAVE TO SURVI VORS AND A LOT OF SELLI NG WAS GO NG
ON. I GOT | NTO THE BUSI NESS AND SOLD OTHERS THI NGS AND GOT' SOVE
MONEY TO BUY ME SOME THINGS | NEEDED. | WAS CARRYI NG A CANVAS
FOR MR, NELSON AND RED EBAUGH (HI S BROTHER DI ED THE NI GHT THE
SH P WAS SUNK) WAS FREEZI NG SO WE SLEPT TOGETHER UNDER THE
CANVAS. WE WERE STILL COLD BUT I T WAS BETTER THAN JUST ONE
BLANKET. HE WAS A VERY NI CE PERSON SO WE STARTED SHARI NG THI NGS.
I HAD SOVE MONEY AND WAS ABLE TO BUY SUGAR AND TOBACCO. WE
STAYED THERE SEVERAL DAYS AND THEN MOVED TO THE FI RST
CONSTRUCTI ON CAMP. | T WAS SEVENTEEN KI LO CAMP. THI S DI STANCE
WAS FROM MOLEMAI N BURVA WHERE THE RAI LROAD STARTED BUI LDI NG FROM

OUR HOMVE WAS A BAMBOO HUT. A DI RT FLOOR PASSAGE WAY
DOMN THE M DDLE. RAI SED FLOOR OQUT OF BAMBOO ON EACH SIDE. THE
ROCF LEAKED I N RAI NEY WEATHER THAT WAS TO COVE. ONE WATER WELL
THAT ALLOAED US ONE CANTEEN OF WATER A DAY. NO TO LET, NO LI GHTS
EXCEPT A FIRE. | CAME DOMN W TH EAR | NFEDCTI ON AND HAD TO USE A
ROCK TO HOLD ON MY EARS TIL THE ABSCESS BROKE. THEY VERY
PAI NFUL, WE HAD NO PAIN KILLERS. FOOD WAS RI CE AND SOVE TYPE OF
GREENS. WE NEVER HAD ENOUGH FOOD. WOKE AT DAWN, SO CALLED
BREAKFAST AND THEN OUT TO WORK. THEY MEASURED OFF TWO METERS PER
MAN | NCLUCI NG ONE FOR OQUR OFFI CER I N CHARGE. WE DI D NOT ALLOW
HMTO WORK. WE DID HS. WEARING G STRINGS. WE BURNED AND
BLI STERED DAY AFTER DAY. |IT TOOK A MONTH FOR US TO TAN AND CET
ACCUSTOM TO THE CLI MATE. THE ONE CANTEEN OF WATER WAS NOT
ENOCUGH. YOUR MOUTH WAS DRY AND FULL OF COTTON. YOU WERE THI RSTY
FOR WATER ALL DAY AND NIGHT. | DO NOT MENTI ON BEATI NGS BUT THEY
WERE A PART OF THE DAY AND NIGHT. | DO NOT TH NK ANY ONE EXCAPED
THEM THEY HT YOU ON THE SIDE OF THE FACE AND SPLIT YOUR LI PS.
I NFECTI ON FROM BROKEN SKI N WAS A DANGER. THEY WOULD POKE A
BAYNET AT YOUR FACE AND EYES. | DO NOT KNOW | F THEY WERE DO NG
IT ONLY TO SCARE YQU BUT AN EYE WTH A BAYNET STUCK IN IS NOT A
PRETTY THOUGHT. STAND A PRI SIONER UP I N FRONT OF THE GUARD HOUSE
AND GO OQUT AND BEAR ON HI M EVER SO OFTEN. USE FI ST, BAMBOO POLE,
OR A RIFLE BUTT. I T WAS A HELL OF A WAY TO LI VE. HUNGER,
BRUTI LI TY, NO MEDI CAL SUPPLI ES, DI SEASES WE CAN T EVEN MENTI ON,
NO BATHI NG OR TO LET PHYSICI LI TI ES EXCEPT THE OUTSI DE. NO
EATI NG GEAR, WE DI D HAVE MOSQUETI OE NETS AND PLENTY OF
MOSQUETQUS. YOU WORKED TI L THE WORK ASSI GNED WAS FI NI SHED. ROCK
OR SOFT DI RT SAME AMOUT. COULD SHOVEL I T OR CARRY I T UP A 20’
EMBANKMENT.  SAME AMOUT. QOUR TOOL A SACK BETWEEN TWO GUYS ON A
BAMBOO POLE, SHOVE, AND A PICK. TIMBERS TO SUPPCRT BRI DGES WERE
DRI VEN BY A LARGE



GROUP OF PRI SONERS PULLI NG UP A VEI GHT AND ALLONNG I T
DROP. THE BI G TI MBERS WERE CARRI ED QUT OF THE FOREST ON MEN S
SHOULDER.

NOT SURE OF TIME I N ANY CAMP. THEY WERE ABQUT 5
KI LOVETERS APART. THE PRI SI ONERS WORKED HALF WAY FROM THEI R
CAMP. DG A CUT, FILL A LONPLACE, AND BU LD A BRIDGE IN
BETWEEN. BEATI NGS. DI SEASES, LONG HOURS OF WORK.  WVE WERE
SCHEDULED TO WORK NI NE DAYS AND HAVE THE TENTH DAY CFF. BUT THEY
SEEM TO ALL WAYS HAVE WORK ON THE TENTH DAY. AND THEN THEY
STARTED WORKI NG PART OF THE NI GHT AFTER THE DAY’ S WORK.  THEY
| SSUED NOTHI NG NO TOOTH BRUSH, NO EATI NG EQUI PMENT, NO MEDI CAL
SUPPLI ES, NO DECENT HOUSI NG, DI RT FLOORS, LEAKEY ROCFS, YET OUR
GOVERNMENT COMPLAI NES ABOUT GOVERNMENTS TREATI NG THEI R CI TlI ZENS
AND THEY EXEMPED THE JAPS FOR PAYI NG US FCR THE WAY THEY TREATED
UsS.

OUR NEXT CAMP WAS 85 KILO. | KNOWA KILO | S WEI GHT
BUT | USE IT AS DI STANCE. THI NGS LI KE WATER WERE A LI TTLE BETTER.
THERE WAS A STREAM RUNNI NG THROUGH THE CAMP FOR BATHING  THE
RAI NEY SEASON HAD NOT STARTED SO THE LEAKEY ROOF WAS SOVETH NG VE
STILL WERE NOT AWARE OF. THE ONE BAD THI NG AT 85 KILO  THERE
WAS A ROCK QUARRY ACROSS THE ROAD. WE LEARNED TO GET QUT IN THE
OPEN WHEN THEY YELLED FIRE IN THE HOLE. YOU COULD HAVE A CHANCE
TO DODGE THE BI G ROCKS THAT CAME | NTO CUR CAMP. WE HAD SOME HI T
VWH LE STILL IN THE HUTS. THE ROCKS CAME THROUGHT THE ROOF. ONE
DI FFERENT EVENT AT 85. A CHARGE DI D NOT GO CFF AND THE JAP VENT
UP TOCHECK IT. |IT THEN DID EXPLOYDE. HE WAS PUT ON TOP OF A
PILE OF LOGS AND WHEN THE FI RE COCLED THEY WENT | N AND PUT SQOVE
ASHES I N A BOX AND SENT I T BACK TO JAPAN. WONDER WHAT KI ND CF
TI MBER THE ASHES THEY SENT WERE FROM

OUR NEXT MOVE WAS TO 80KI LO CAMP. SAME HORRI BLE
CONDI TI ONS ABOUT FOOD, BRUTI LI TY,

AND WORKI NG CONDI TIONS.  THE ONLY ADDED THI NG WAS THE
RAI NEY SEASON WAS STARTI NG | RECEIVE ONE OF THE WORST BEATI NG
THAT TURNED OUT TO BE SOMETHI NG THAT HELPED ME SURVI VE. WE WERE
DI GA NG A HOLE AND ONLY THE PI CK CR SHOVEL

COULD WORK AT ONE TIME. QOUR GUARD SAI D THE ONE NOT WORKI NG
COULD SET DOMN. A JAP GUARD ON TOP OF THE FILL SAW ME SETTI NG
DOMN AS AN OFFI CER WAS COM NG ON THE SITE. HE CALLED ME UP ON
TOP OF THE FILL. OUR GUARD TOLD HI M SOVETHI NG (I THINK I T WAS |
HAD PERM SSI ON TO SET) BUT THE GUARDS | GNORED I T. HE STOOD ON A
MOUND OF DI RT THAT PUT H S SHOULDERS ACRCSS FROM MY FACE AND I N
JAP TOLD ME WHAT HE THOUGHT OF ME AND BEAT THE HELL OUT OF ME
VWH LE | WAS BEI NG WORKED OVER MY THOUGHT WAS NOT TO UTTER A SOUND
AND NOT TO GO DOAN UNLESS | WAS UNCONSCIS. WE FELT TH S WAS THE
ONLY WAY WE COULD FI GHT BACK. WE WERE PREPATI NG TO MOVE TO 100
KILO CAMP AND MR STIVERS (ONE OF THE PILOTS) PUT ME ON THE
ADVANCE PARTY TO GET AWAY FROM THE JAP. SOVE GUARDS WHEN THEY
STARTED BEATI NG ON A PRI SONER THEY WOULD KEEP I T UP. | WAS
CHOSEN BY THE COOK I N CHARGE TO WORK I N THE KI TCHEN DETAI L. SO
WHEN THE RAI NEY SEASON STARTD | DI D NOT HAVE TO GO QUT ON THE
RAI LROAD. OUR | LLNESS GOT' WORSE VWHI LE WVE WERE | N 80 KI LO CAMP.



DYSENTERY, MALARI A, BERI BERI, SCURVY, MALNUTRI TIQON, ANXI ETY,
PELLAGRA, DEPRESSI ON, COLCRA, TROPI CAL ULCERS, ELEPHANTI TI QUS,
AND GOD KNOW WHAT ELSE. BEATI NG | NCREASED. THE JAPS EVERY SO
OFTEN VERE ALLOWED TO GO TO A HOUSE OF PROSTI TUTI ON.  THEY WERE
G VEN SOMVE SAKI AND SOVE NOOKI E AND WHEN THEY CAME BACK THEY BEAT
UP SOME OF US TO FI Nl SH THE RECREATI ON.  WHEN THE WORKI NG PARTY
FELL OUT THEN JAPS THE REQUI RED THE SI CK TO COVE OUT AND THEY

Pl CKED SOVE OF THEM TO ALSO GO TO WORK.  DURI NG THE MOVE TO 100
KILO THE MEN WERE MADE TO WALK CARRYI NG ALL OF THE THI NGS THEY
OANED.

I T WAS VET AND SOVE COULD NOT MAKE I T. THE JAP'S FINALLY
GOTI' A TRUCK AND CARRI ED THESE MEN. AS USUAL AFTER A MOVE THE
EXERTI ON AGGERVATED THEI R | LLNESS AND CAUSE SOVE TO DI E FROM THE
I LLNESS THEY HAD. JUST LIKE THE REST THE TRAI N AND WALKI NG
TRI PS MEN BECAME SO THI RSTY THEY DRANK UNBO LED WATER WHEN THE
COULD NOT GET BO LED AND DI SEASE GREW

MYy JOB WAS TO DRAW WATER OQUT OF A WELL W TH THE WATER
TABLE ABOUT 20 FEET DOWN W TH A BUCKET AND ON A ROPE. FILL A %
DRUM CARRY I T WTH ANOTHER MAN ON A TWO MAN SUPPCRT. BOL IT
FOR AT LEAST TEN M NUTES, GET UP EVERY OTHER MORNI NG EARLY AND
START THE FI RES FOR THE COOKS. ASSI ST THE COOKS ANY WAY THEY
NEED ME. CARRY THE FOOD OQUT ON THE RAI L ROAD AT NOON AND SERVE
THE FOOD. SERVE IT IN THE MORNING AND NI GAT. | WAS GOOD AT
GUESSI NG HOW MJCH TO @ VE EACH MAN AND | F I WAS HAVI NG TOO MJCH
LEFT OVER | CQOULD INCREASE I T WTH QUT GETTI NG CAUGHT. YQU DI D
NOT WANT TO RUN QUT BUT YOU DI D NOT WANT MJCH LEFT. AND I F THEY
HAD THOUGHT ONE GOT' MORE THAN THE OTHER YOU WOULD HAVE BEEN I N
TROUBLE.

ONE OF THE FIGHTS | GOT IN WTH A SOLGER | WAS
PUZZLED TIL I FOUND OQUT THE REASON. HE PI CKED THE FI GHT AND WAS
LAYI NG FOR THE EXCUSE TODO IT. ME AND WG REID WAS I N THE
KI TCHEN ONE DAY AND THI'S MAN AND HI S FRI END WERE TALKI NG TO THE
SGI. | N CHARGE AND STEALING A CUP OF SUGAR. REED TOLD ON THEM
AND THEY THOUGHT IT WAS |. THE EXCUSE WAS | WAS TOLD TO NOT
ALLOWNV ANY ONE TO USE A TABLE TO EAT ON AND WHEN | ASK HI M TO MOVE
HE SAID (FUCK YOU) AND | SAID YOU TRY IT. HE WAS LOOCSI NG THE
BATTLE AND HE DECI DED TO WRASSEL ME TO THE GROUND. | T WAS BROKE
UP AND | WAS GLAD. | F THE JAP'S CAUGHT YQU FI GHTI NG WHAT THEY
DI D WAS NOT NI CE.

(BIG FOOT WAS HI'S NI CK NAME). ANOTHER WAS W TH A MEXI CAN
HE WAS DRI NKI NG UNBO LED WATER AND | TOLD HI M NOT TOO AND WE HAD
A LITTLE SCUFFEL. NEVER UNDERSTOCD THAT FI GAT. NO ONE WAS HURT.

HALF OF THE CAMP WAS BED RIDDEN. | STARTED MAKI NG
POTS AND PI SS CONTAI NERS QUT CF BAMBOO. THEY TOOK MOST COF THE
WORKI NG MEN BACK AND W WERE MOSTLY JUST A SI CK CAMP. PUTTI NG 10
TO 12 MEN IN THE GRAVE A DAY. JAPS WOULD NOT EVEN GO I N THE SI CK
HUT I T SMELLED SO BAD. | CAME DOMN W TH SOVE TROPI CAL ULCERS ON
MY HANDS AND ONE BAD ONE ON My LEG | HAD MALARI A ABQUT EVERY
MONTH. | COULD TELL WHEN IT WAS COM NG. | WOULD FEEL REAL GOOD
THAT MORNI NG AND THEN I N THE AFTERNOON | WOULD COVE DOMN W TH
FEVER AND CHILLS. | LEARNED TO DRINK A LOT CF HOT WATER. TAKE



NY QU ENI NE. WRAP | N My BLANKET AND SHAKE AND FI NALLY AFTER
SEVERAL HOURS | WOULD BREAK MY FEVER AND THEN | WAS WEAK FOR
ABOUT A WEEK. THE BAD ULCER ON MY LEG | SQAKED IT WTH HOT WATER
AND DUG OQUT THE | NFECTI ON W TH A BAMBCO STICK. | T WAS ABCUT 2

I NCHES AROCUND AND ABOUT ONE | NCH DEEP WHEN | GOT RID OF THE WH TE
HARD BOTTOM AND GOT' NI CE RED MEAT ALL OVER THE | NSI DE OF THE
SCRE. | HAD DI REA BUT NO BLOOD SO I T WAS NOT DI SENTARY. WE HAD
A COLORA QUT BREAK IN 105 KILO CAMP. WE HAD A FEW DI E FROM
COLORA BUT VWE WORKED HARD BO LI NG THE WATER AND COOKI NG THE FOCD.
AND WE ESCAPED A BIT LOCSS CF LI FE FROM THAT. | T KILLED QUI CK
AND A LOT OF PECPLE. RED EBAUGH My FRIEND DI ED. HE WAS BEATEN
AND H'T I N THE HEAD WHERE THE TUMOR HAD BEEN REMOVED AND NO PLATE
WAS PUT IN H'S HEAD TO PROTECT IT. (THAT PLACE WOULD PUWP LI KE A
HEART WHEN HE HAD THE SPELLS. | SAT UP WTH H M THE NI GHT BEFORE.
HE WOULD HAVE CONVULSI ONS ONE AFTER THE OTHER. THEY TOLD ME TO
PUT A STICK IN H'S MOUTH SO HE WOULD NOT BI TE AND SWALLOW HI' S
TONGUE AND TO SLAP H'S FACE. THE SLAP DI D NOP GOOD. | DO NOT
REMEMBER HOW MANY HE HAD THAT NI GHT. BUT |

DI D NOI GET MJUCH SLEEP. HE VENT IN TO THE SO CALLED
HOSPI TAL THE NEXT DAY AND WAS UNCONSCI QUS FOR ALONG TI ME. HE CAME
TOO AFTER A FEW WEEKS AND WAS OK FCR A SHORT TIME. THEN IT
HAPPENED AGAI N AND HE PASSED AWAY.

W TH THE ROADS | MPASSABLE THE FEW TRUCKS THEY GOT I N
TO BRI NG SUPPLI ES HAD MEAT | N BOXES THAT WAS FULL OF MAGGETS.
THE COOKS WASHES | T AND COOKED | T. NATIVES HAD DI ED AND THEI R
ANI VALS VERE | N THE FOREST. THEY WERE BROUGHT | N WHEN FCOUND AND
KILLED. THE 50 JAP GUARDS TOOK HALF AND THE PRI SI ONERS THAT
STARTED OQUT AS 2000 TOOK THE OTHER HALF. GREEN LEAF VEGATABLES
WERE FOUND I N THE FOREST AND THE COOKS DI D THE BEST THEY COULD.
SOME RICE CAME I N THAT HAD SAND IN I T AND WVASH NG | T DI D NOT
REMOVE THE SAND. WE HAD ONE DI E OF APPENDI TI Cl QUS WE THI NK AS A
RESULT OF THE SAND I N THE RI CE.

FI NALLY THE RAI LRCAD WAS FI Nl SHED. WE WERE LOADED ON
A FLAT CAR WTH SIDES AND | T TOOK SEVERAL DAYS AND NI GHTS TO
REACH A CAMP JUST QUTSI DE OF BANCOCK, SIAM I T WAS ON A RI VER
CLOSE TOO THE BRI DGE OF THE RI VER KIW THAT MADE THE RAI LRCAD
FAMOUS. | N THE LAST MONTHS WE HAD BOVBERS COME OVER AT NI GHT AND
| T BECAME MORE FREQUENT.

THI S WAS SORT OF A HOSPI TAL CAMP. NO WORK.  CHI EF BLARE
AND A THI RD CLASS COOK DI ED THAT | KNOW OF. SEVERAL OF US VEENT
TO SEE CH EF BLAIR BUT HE WOULD NOT EVEN TALK TO US. WE CARRI ED
THE 3RD CLASS COCK' S BODY A LONG WAY TO BURY HM. HE HAD BER
BERI AND FOUR OF US HAD H M ON A PLATFORM ABOVE US. | WAS IN THE
BACK AND HE WAS DRI PPI NG ALL OF THE WAY. | DO NOT' KNOW WHO
BURI ED CH EF BLAI R

THIS CAMP WAS A LOT BETTER  NO WORKI NG PARTI ES AND
WE WERE G VEN ONE FRESH FI SH WHOLE. WHAT A DI FFERENCE IN I T AND
A PIECE OF DRIED FISH | ATE IT ALL | NCLUDI NG THE EYES.

ANOTHER TRAI' N RI DE ENDI NG | N NONPI NG, CAMBOYDI A.
AFTER SEVERAL DAYS IN  ANOCTHER SMALL OVER CROADED BOX CAR. W



WOKE UP ONE MORNI NG THE TRAIN HAD STOPPED. WE WERE | N A RAI LROAD
YARD. SOME OF US WERE USED TO CARRY OUR SUPPLI ES DOMWN TO THE
RIVER |IT WAS A LONG WALK. AND VW WALKED BACK AND THEN

ALL OF US WALKED TO THE RI VER

BY THHS TIME A LARGE CROAD OF WH TE FRENCH HAD
GATHERED. WHAT A SIGHT. THE MOST BEAUTI FUL WHI TE LADI ES. WE
HAD NOT HAD THI S PRI VI LEDGE FOR A LONG TI ME. WE WERE LOADED ON A
Rl VER BOAT. SO MANY CF US SOVE HAD TO BE ON DECK FOR THE
OVRNI GHT RIDE TO SAGON. |IT WAS AN OVERNI GHT RI DE AND | T RAI NED
THAT NI GHT. THOSE ON DECK ENDED UP WET. WE ARRI VED in SAI GON,
| NDOCHI NA TNE NEXT MORNI NG AND OUR CAMP WAS JUST ACRCSS THE ROAD
FROM THE DOCKS. THERE WERE ENGLI SH PRI SI ONERS | N THE CAMP. QOUR
BU LDl NGS WERE WOCD EXCEPT FOR OUR BUILDING | T WAS MASONERY.
I T HAD BEEN A JAIL. WE STARTED WORKI NG ON THE DOCKS, REFRI NERY,
Al RPORT, AND ALL OVER SAI GON. WE HAD NOT BEEN YHERE A WEEK TIL WE
HAD A NI GHAT BOMBI NG RAI D THAT LAID A STI CK OF BOVBS JUST OUTSI DE
THE CAMP ALONG SIDE OUR BUI LDI NG  THE BATH HERE WE HAD A BI G
CEMENT CONTAI NER IN THE YARD THAT HAS WATER INIT. A LOT CF US
WERE | NFECTED W TH BED BUGS AND LI CE. FROM THESE | CAME DOVWN
WTH SCABIES. | T WAS SORES WOULD BREAK OUT ON YOUR BODY AND WHEN
YOU SWEATED AT NIGHT IT ITCHED. TO CURE TH S THEY HAD A Bl G DRUM
OF WATER OVER A FIRE. I T HAD SOVE KIND OF A SOLUTION IN IT. YQU
GOT | N AND SQAKED.

ONE OF MY MALARI A ATTACT WOULD NOT GO AVAY. |
STARTED HAVI NG DI EAREA AND RUNNI NG A FEVER. TH S VEENT ON A WEEK.
AND | JUST COULD NOT GET OVER IT. | WAS TURNED | NTO THE HOSPI TAL
AND MY SPACE WAS ON THE BACK. | LOOKED OUT ON THE SI DE AND SAW A
BODY WRAPED I N A MATT. I KNEW VWHOES PLACE | HAD TAKEN. WHEN |
CAME TOO | WAS ON THE | SLE AND MY CHEST WAS VERY SORE.

| HAD CAME DOWN W TH PHNEMONI A AND NEARLY DI ED. THE
FRENCH HAD SMUGGLED I N SOVE SULFA TABLETS AND THEY GAVE ME TWO |
WAS TOLD. THERE WAS TWO Al R RAI DS DURI NG THE TIME | WAS
UNCONSCI QUS.  THE FI RST ONE THEY CARRIED ME QUT TO A TRENCH. I T
NEARLY KILLED ME. THE NEXT ONE THEY LEFT ME I N THE HUT.

THEY GAVE ME SOME BREAD SLI CES FRIED I N DEEP FAT. |
WAS SO WEAK WHEN | WAS DI SCHARGED TO KEEP ME OFF OF THE WORKI NG
PARTI ES THEY ASSI GNED ME TO WORK

WTH A GROUP THAT MADE AND SOLD GOODI ES I N THE CAMP. VE
FRI ED EGGES AND MADE OTHER THI NGS AND SOLD THEM TO THE PRI SONERS.
IT WAS A LOT BETTER THAN WORKI NG ON THE QUTSI DE. THEY STARTD A
HOSPI TAL CAMP AND WE WERE TRANSFERED TO I T. AND | STAYED ON THE
SAME JCB.

WE STARTED HAVI NG A LOT MORE BOMBI NG RAI DS. THEY
ALLOAED US TO BUI LD AN AlIR RAID SHELTERS. THE AA GUN SCHRAPNEL
WAS THE BAD THI NG  LARGE CHUNCKS OF METAL HURT SOME COF OUT
PECPLE. I N THE SO CALLED CANTEEN GROUP | WAS I N WE HAD THREE
DUTCHMEN AND ME. | DID ALL OF THE DI RTY WORK. WE MADE COFFEE
AND VENT AROUND SELLING IT. THE ONE WTH ME NEVER LET ME COLLECT
THE MONEY. SO | COUNTED THE CUPS AND THE MONEY HE TURNED | N AND



HE GOT RELEI VED. | STARTED COUNTI NG WHAT WE SOLD AND WHAT WE
TURNED | N AND THE OTHER TWO GOT RELEI VED AND | BECAME THE BOSS.

ONE THI NG THAT HAPPENED | WLL NEVER FORGET. A DUTCH
MEDI CAL ORDERLY WOULD COVE UP AND GRAB SOMETHI NG OFF OF THE TRAY
AND TELL MY MAN HE WOULD PAY FOR I T LATER. SO ONE DAY | VENT
OVER TO THEI R SPECI AL MESS HALL AND DEMANDED HE PAY. | WAS
PREPARED TO BEAT THE HELL OQUT OF HM IF HE DI D NOT PAY. THE
DUTCH HAD A Bl G SEPERATI ON | N SPECI AL PECPLE. ONE DAY HE CAME UP
TO ME AND | SHOULD NOT HAVE DONE WHAT | DID BUT | DID. HE WAS
JEWSH AND | COULD SOVE TI MES GET A LITTLE PORK AND PUT IT IN THE
M XTURE WE MADE EGGE OMELETS QUT OF. HE GRABBED ONE AND STARTED
EATI NG THEN SAW THE FAT PCRK. | NEVER HAD ANY MORE TROUBLE QUT CF
H M

I WAS PUT ON A DI SCHARGE PARTY TO GO BACK TO WORK SO
I MADE SOMVE RI CE BALLS AND TOOK I T TO THE JAP SARGENT. THE BRI BE
WORKED. AND THEN | DI D SOVETH NG WERY STUPID. | GOT IN A PCKER
GAME AND HAD A SUCKER HAND. | THINK I'T WAS CROCKED BUT | LOST MY
CANTEEN MONEY. TWO POW CAME UP AND GAVE ME MONEY TO REPLACE MY
LOSS WTH. ELDRI GE L. RAYBURN AND HUGH FAULK WERE THE TWO. IT
IS A KINDNESS | WLL NEVER FORGET. THEY JUST CAME UP AND DID IT.
FAULK' S

W FE DI D NOT UNDERSTAND WHEN SHE BOUGHT THE BI RD HOUSE |
PUT | IN THE SILENT AUCTI ON | GAVE HER HE MONEY BACK WHEN | FOUND
QUT SHE BOUGHT I T. AND THE NEXT YEAR | BROUGHT A PRESENT FOR
RAYBURN' S WFE. WE HAD A LOT OF KI NDNESS SHOMN | N PRI SON CAMP
THAT WAS NOT BROADCAST. I N BURVA WHI LE | WAS WATER BOY | MADE
PANCAKES QUT OF RICE AND SOLD THEM FOR TEN CENTS EACH. SOVE OF
THE OFFI CERS BOUGHT THEM  WHEN CANTEEN SUPPLI ES CAME IN | PAID
FOR PRI SIONERS I N MY GROUP THAT COULD NOT PAY FOR THE AMOUNT THEY
WERE ENTI TLED TOO. NEEDLESS TO SAY | WAS ON THE NEXT DI SCHARGE
GROUP. BUT MY HEALTH WAS NOW GOCD ENOUGH TO GO OQUT ON WORKI NG
PARTI ES. | DO NOT MENTI ON THE BEATI NGS BUT THEY WERE PART CF THE
DAY. WORKI NG PARTI ES WOULD BE SEARCHED WHEN THEY RETURNED AND
THOSE CAUGHT WERE BEATEN. | NOW TH NK WE WERE ALLOWNED TO STEAL
BECAUSE THE GUARDS WERE STEALING A LOT MORE AND THEY WERE PUTTI NG
THE BLAME ON US.

IN THE EARLY PART COF 1945 WE HAD THE BEST DAY OF CUR
LI VES I N PRI SON CAMP. El GHT OCLOCK | N THE MORNI NG AMERI CAN
CARRI ER PLANES CAME OVER AND STARTED AT THE Al RPORT. A FEW JAP
PLANES TRI ED TO TAKE OFF AND WERE SHOT DOMN VERY QUI CKLY. THEN
THE PLANES LEI SURELY CAME OVER TO THE DOCKS AND STARTED DI VI NG
DOAN ALL MORNI NG OVER US.  WE WERE JUST ACROSS THE ROCAD AND VE
HAD BEEN ALLOWED TO BUI LD AIR RAID SHELTERS I N THE SWAMP BACK OF
OUR PRI SI ON CAVMP. THE FI GHTER PLANES STRAFFED, THE DI VE BOVBERS
AND TORPEDO PLANES BOMBED. THEY HAD A LOT OF FI RES GO NG ON THE
SHI PS. WE SAW ONE PLANE SHOT TO PI ECES DI RECTLY OVER US. THE
W NGS JUST CRUMBLED AND THEN THE TAI L AND JUST THE FUSELAGE WAS
TUMBLI NG DOMN. THAT AFTER NOON ONE PULLED UP OVER US ON FI RE AND
THE PILOT BAILED OUT. THEN ONE STALLED OVER US. KEPT FLYI NG
STALLED AGAIN, THEN CAME BACK BLYI NG VERY SLOWELY. DI D A SNAP
ROLL AND THREW HI S THREE BOVBS OUT UP SI DE DOAN NEAR AN A. A
GUN. THEN CAME BACK OVER US PI CKI NG UP SPEED AND LEFT. WE FOUND



QUT AFTER THE WAR HE HAD HALF OF HI S HEAD BLOAN OFF AND ONE OF

H' S SH PMATES FOUND H M AND TOOK H M BACK TO THE CARRI ER.  JCHN
BARTZ WAS ON A STATI ON WHERE HE WAS AT AFTER THE WAR AND WAS ABLE
TO TELL H M WHAT WE SAW

HAPPEN TO HM  CARRI ER PI LOTS ARE SOMVETHI NG ELSE. W TH A
SI NGLE ENG NE THEY TAKE OFF FOR COMBAT FROM A FI ELD THAT IS
MOVI NG AND FLY OVER AN UNFRI ENDLY LARGE OCEAN. | TAKE MY HAT OFF
TO THEM THEY ARE VERY BRAVE MEN.

WE VWERE HAVING A LOT OF B 24 BOVBERS | N LARGE GROUPS
COME OVER. A B 216 CQAME OVER THE REFERI NERY WTH THE 75
M LLI AMPERE GUN I N THE NOSE SPOUTI NG FI RE. WE HAD BEEN ALLONEC
TO RUN JUST BEFORE | T CAME OVER AND VWE WERE I N A GROUP OF TREE S
JUST ON THE SI DE OF THE REFI NERY. AND | T VENT DI RECTLY OVER US.
WHAT A SOUND. A B 25 MADE A RUN OVER THE SAME PLACE ONE DAY AND
AGAI N VE WERE GETTI NG LOW AS WE COULD WHEN I T VENT OVER. | T HAD
A LOT OF 50 CALIBER MACHINE GUNE I N THE NOSE. THE B 26 SOUNDED
LIKE A TRUCK WTH A LOAD OB BARRELLS GO NG UP A HILL AND ALL COF
THE BARRELLS ROLLED OFF AND BACK DOMN THE HILL. SOMVE OF THE
PRI SONERS SAI D THEY SAW A HOSPI TAL SHI P UNLOAD O L AT THE
REFI NEREY. A BOMBI NG RAI D HAD DESTROYED SOMVE OF THE TANKS AND VE
COVERED UP THE REST WTH DI RT. THEY HAD A SMALL FI RE BURNI NG I N
A DAMAGED TANK AND WHEN A BOMBI NG RAI D CAME THEY RELEASED O L AND
LET THE FI RE BUI LD UP AND SMOKE.

SI NGLE LI BERATORS WOULD COVE | N LON AND START

STRAFFI NG AND DRCPPI NG BOVBS. | WAS READI NG A BOOK ONE DAY ABOUT
THE BOMBI NG | N ENGLAND ONE DAY. | WAS ON THE TOP LAYER I N MY
BUNK AND ALL OF A SUDDEN THE BOMBI NG BECAME REAL. | FLI PPED DOVWN

TO THE CEMENT DECK AND LAY FLAT, THE PLANE WENT BY AND | GOT UP
TO RUN AND | T CAME BACK. DOAN ON THE FLOOR | WENT AGAIN. THERE
WAS SAND ON THE FLOOR AND | I NJURED MY SELF W TH THE FI RST FALL
FROM THE TOP LAYER OF BUNKS. AND THE SAND SCRAPPED My SKI N CFF.
THEY OPEN THE GATES AND WE WERE ALLOANED TO GO TO THE AIR RAID
SHELTERS. WHEN | CAME BACK | COULD HARDLY WALK.

WE HAD SEVERAL AMUSI NG | NCI DENTS HAPPEN. A PERSON
WAS BATHI NG OUT SIDE AND A GARBAGE PI'T WAS NEXT TO WHERE HE WAS
STANDI NG HE DOVE IN TO THE

GARBAGE PIT AND WHEN THE PLANE WENT BY HE GOT QUT HOPPI NG
NO ONE SAW H M AND WAS BATHI NG AGAI N SAYI NG HE WOULD NEVER DO
THAT AGAI N AND BACK COMES THE PLANE SHOOTI NG HE WENT BACK | NTO
THE GARBAGE PIT. PLANE VENT BY AND BACK BATHI NG HOPI NG NO ON SAW
HM THE LOCAL WATER LEVEL I N THE GROUND WOULD KEEP WATER I N THE
GARBACE PITS ALL OF THE TI MES.

ALFRED R NEI TSCH ONE OF QUR SAI LOCRS GOT CAUGHT. THE
TA LETS WERE A CONCRETE FLOOR WTH A HOLE IN I T. A BUCKET WAS
UNDER THE HOLE. HE PULLED THE BUCKET OUT AND CRAWELED I N THE
COVPARTMENT. HE WAS SEEN SO H S NAME WAS PUT ON THE COVPARTMENT.

THI'S BRINGS ONE MORE THING TO M ND. DEMO ALBERS A
SECOND CLASS STORE KEEPER THE NI GHT WE WERE SUNK KEPT COVPLAI NI NG
HE WAS WOUNDED ON THE RAFT HE WAS ON. WHEN DAY LI GHT CAME THEY



COULD FI ND NO WOUND. SO IN THE BI YCYCLE CAMP THEY STOCD H M UP
IN FRONT OF ALL OF US AND PRESENTED HM W TH A PURPLE HEART. IT
WAS QU ET A MEDAL. | DON T EVEN KNOWHOW TO DESCRIBE IT. TH' S
'S NO WAY BE DI SHONORI NG THESE MEN. THEY WERE AS HONCRABLE AS
THE REST OF MY WONDERFUL SHI PMATES. AND THIS IS SOVE OF THE

THI NGS THAT HAPPENED ON THE AMUSI NG SI DE THAT MADE US LAUGH. BIG
Al R RAI DS CONTI NUED TO BECOVE MORE NUMERI QUS.

IN MARCH OF 1945 THE JAPS TOOK OVER THE FRENCH ARMY
AND PUT THEM I N PRI SON CAMP. WE HEARD THERE WAS SUPPOSE TO BE A
REBELLI ON BY THE FRENCH AND WE WERE TO BE IN ON IT. BUT THE JAPS
JUWPED FI RST. WE HEARD SHOOTI NG ALL NI GHT AND OUR CAMP HAD EXTRA
GUARDS ARCUND I T.

SOME TI ME BEFORE THE M DDLE OF THE YEAR A LOT OF US
WERE PUT ON A TRAIN AND ANOTHER HORRI BLE TRAIN RIDE. BUT TH S
TIME IT WAS AT NIGHT. DURI NG THE DAY YOQU LAY BACK QUT I N THE
BUSHES ALONG SI DE THE RAILS AND A LI BERATOR WOULD COME BY
STRAFFI NG AND DRCPPI NG BOMBS. A LOT OF BRI DGES WERE BOVBED OUT
SO YOU WALKED BETWEEN THOSE THAT NO TRAIN WAS | N THAT AREA. SAME
OLD CROADED BOX CARS, LONG WAY BETWEEN FOOD STOPS AND RELI EF
STOPS.

WE ENDED UP I N DALAT. I T WAS IN THE MOUNTAI NS AND
WHERE THE FRENCH WENT TO GET AVWAY FROM THE HEAT. A LOT OF BIG
HOUSES AND I T WAS COLD. WE WERE THERE TO DI G TUNNELS UNDER THE
HOUSES. THEY HAD THE TUNNELS SHORED BUT THEY HAD US WORK OUT
BEYOND THE SHORI NG AND | T WOULD SOVE TI ME CAVE I N AND | T WAS VERY
DANGERI QUS.

A GUARD HAD SOVE OF US ON A WORKI NG PARTY AND WE VENT
THROUGH AN ORANGE ORCHARD. THE GUARD SAI D WE COULD TAKE SQOVE
ORANGES. | TOOK AS MANY AS | COULD AND WE ATE ALL OF THE ORANGE.
PEELI NG SEED AND FRU T. WE HAD NOT HAD ANY FRUI T SI NCE
CAPTIVITY. | T WAS GOOD.

WE VENT BACK DOAN THE MOUNTAI N AND HEADED I N THE
DI RECTI ON OF HANO THE RAIL ROAD STATI ON AT THE JUNCTI ON OF THE
MAI' N LI NE HAD BEEN DESTROYED BY BOVBS. MORE WALKI NG | N BETWEEN
BLOAN OUT BRI DGES AT NI GHT AND WATCHI NG LI BERATORS GO BY I N THE
DAY TI ME LAYI NG QUT I N THE BUSHES.

OUR NEXT JOB WAS WHERE A BI G BRI DGE HAD BEEN BLOMAN UP
AND VE CARRI ED STUFF ACROSS AT NI GHT. THE BOVBER WOULD COME | N
THE DAY AND Cl RCLE AROUND OUR PLACE WE WERE HELD. YQU KEPT
WAI TI NG FOR THE BOVBS TO DROP. THEY WOULD SHOOT AT ANY THI NG
THAT MOVED.

IN THE LAST PLACE WE WERE AT AN Al R FI ELD WAS NEXT TO
US. THE Al RPLANES MADE THEI R FI NAL APPRCACH OVER OUR BUI LDI NG
ONE MORNI NG A FI GHTER PLANE TOOK OFF AND THE ENG NE SPUTTERED
AFTER | R WAS OFF OF THE GROUND. THE PILOT C RCLED THE FI ELD
SEVERAL TI MES AND THE ENG NE SEEMED TO BE RUNNI NG GOOD SO HE CAME
IF TO LAND. AS HE BANKED TO GO ON FI NAL APPROACH THE ENG NE DI ED
AND HE WAS SO LOADED THE OLANE VAENT | NTO THE GROUND. HE MJST



HAVE HAD A BI G LOAD OF BOVBS, SHELL, AND GAS. HE BURNED AND
THERE WAS MANY EXPLCSI ONS.

SOME TIME IN JULY 1945 WE STARTED BACK FOR SAI GON.
SAME HORRI BLE CONDI TI ONS TRAVELI NG WALKI NG AND RI DI NG WE SPENT
ONE DAY I N A TUNNEL. THEY COOKED SOME RI CE FOR US BUT WE HAD
NOTHI NG ELSE TO EAT WTH IT AND | GOT SI CK FROM JUST THE RI CE.

WHEN WE ARRI VED BACK I N OUR PRI SON CAMP | N SAI GON THE
ATMOSPHERE SEEM TO HAVE CHANGED. THEY PUT US TO WORK BU LDI NG
Pl LL BOXES FACI NG | NTO OQUR CAMP. WE WERE MADE TO GET UP EVERY
HOUR OF THE NI GHT FOR TI NKO { MUSTER} THE GUARDS WERE SUPPCSE TO
COME AND COUNT US BUT SOVE TI ME THEY DI D NOT SHON A GUARD CAME
IN AND TOLD J. L. SMTH AND | THAT THE JAPS WERE GO NG TO GO I N
THE PILL BOXES AND SET OFF TWO M NES LOCATED I N EACH CORNER OF
THE CAMP AND KILL THE REST CF US. WE DID NOT SAY ANYTHI NG TO ANY
BODY ABQUT THI S FEARI NG THE WAR WAS ABOUT OVER AND THAT I T M GHT
CAUSE SOMVE TO GO CRAZY. THEY HAD MADE US TEAR COFF THE SI DES OF
THE BUI LDI NGS. WE NOW HAVE COPI ES OF THAT ORDER AND I T WAS TO BE
CARRI ED OQUT ABOUT AUGUST 21ST, 1945. THANK GOD FOR THE ATOM
BOVBS. | T SAVED OUR LI VES.

ON ABOUT THE 9TH OF AUGUST 1945 WORD CAME | N ABOUT THE ATOM
BOVB. THEY STOPPED ALL OUT SI DE WORKI NG PARTI ES EXCEPT A FEW
ON ABOUT THE TENTH A BLACK LI BERATOR COVE OVER SAI GON AND FLEW
AROUND ABOQUT TEN THOUSAND FEET. THEY DI D NOT SHOOT AT IT AND IT
MADE US THI NK THE WAR WAS OVER. | T STARTED DROPPI NG LEAFLETS AND
THEN THEY STARTED SHOOTI NG AT I T. WE THOUGH IT IS NOT OVER
THAT NI GHT WE GOT' ONE OF THE LEAFLETS AND | T SAI D THE WAR WAS
OVER THEY TOOK US CQUT AND STARTED TEARI NG DOMWN THE PI LL BOXES.
THEY STARTED | SSUI NG US THI NGS THE RED CROSS HAS SENT IN.  THEY
REPLACED OUR GUARDS W TH JAP SOLDI ERS. THEY HAD A CHI N THAT HUNG
DOMN TO THEI R KNEES. THE ATTI TUDE CHANGED. WE WERE TOLD TO GET
READY TO MOVE. | T WAS TO A NICE TWO STORY FRENCH CAMP AND WAS | T
NI CE.

THE FIRST NIGHT | STOLE A COUPLE OF CH CKENS OQUT CF
THE JAP' S CH CKEN COP AND DRESSED THEM AND WE COOKED THEM  THE
JAP SARGENT CAME BY AND CAUGHT US AND SAI D NOTHI NG  THE NEXT
DAY SOVE OF US VENT OVER THE BACK FENCE. THE JAP GUARD TOLD US
TO GO BACK AND WE SAI D VE WOULD COVE BACK SOON. HE PO NTED HI S
RI FLE AT US AND W JUST KEPT GO NG HE DI D NOT SHOCT.

WE MET A FRENCH MAN AND HE TOOK US TO A HOUSE OF
PLEASURE. | THI NG THEY WERE AVI ALABLE BUT WE DI D NOT MAKE ANY
EFFORT TO HAVE SEX. HE THEN TOOK US TO HI S HOVE WHERE THERE WERE
SEVERAL FAM LI ES I N ONE APARTMENT. WE MOVED IN WTH THEM  WE HAD
DANCES AND THERE WAS A GOCOD LOOKI NG LADY | WAS ENJOYI NG AND SOVE
ONE TOOK ME ASI DE AND TOLD ME SHE WAS ONLY 14 YEARS OLD. WE
WOULD STAY OQUT A FEW DAYS THEN WE WOULD GO BACK I N TO FI ND OUT
WHEN WE WERE GO NG TO BE TAKEN QUT.

THE CONFLI CT STARTED WTH THE JAP' S SURRENDER. WE TALKED
TO SOMVE NATIVES ONE NIGHT. HE TOOK US TO H' S HOVE. HE EXPRESSED
CONCERN OF WHAT AMERI CA WOULD THI NK OF THEM WANTI NG THEI R COUNTRY
TO BE FREE. | EXPRESSED MY FEELI NGS THAT CUR COUNTRY ALLWAYS



SUPPORTED ClI RI ZENS THAT WANTED THEI R COUNTRY TO BE FREE. AND |
FEEL | F OUR GOVERNMENT LI VED UP TO THAT PCLI CY VVE WOULD NEVER
HAVE BEEN IN THE CONFLICT WE HAD IN VIET NAM | T WAS A M STAKE
AND NOWI THINK I T I'S BEI NG REALI ZED.

ONE NI GHT ElI GHT OF US ESCORTED A FRENCH COFFI CER THAT
HAD BEEN PARACHUTED | NTO THE CI TY ON A SCOUTI NG EXPERI DI TION. VE
WERE ALLOAED TO TRAVEL BY BOTH SI DES AND NO ONE TRI ED TO HURT US
AT ALL.

THEY FLEWIN 8 PLANES AND THE NI GHT BEFORE WE LEFT WE
HAD A PARTY. WE HAD BROUGHT | N ABOQUT 2000 FRENCH WOVEN AND
CHI LDREN | NTO OUR CAMP FCR THEI R SAFE KEEPI NG. AND SOME OF US
STAYED W TH THE FAM LI ES OF THE FRENCH WE HAD BEEN VI SI TI NG VE
WERE TALKI NG TO THE PI LOTS AT THE PARTY AND WE TOLD THEM V\E
WONDERED HOW I T LOCKED DI VI NG DOAN AND ZOOM NG AROUND LI KE THE
PLANES WE HAD SAW DURI NG QUR CAPTI VITY. THESE WERE THE COVBAT
CARGO PI LOTS THAT WORKED BURVA.  THE PLANE | WAS I N MJUST HAVE
BEEN ONE OF THE PI LOTS. WE TOOK OFF AND THE PI LOT BANKED AND
COME BACK DOWN THE RUN WAY AT HI GH SPEED. THEN HE VENT OVER AND
FLEW DOMN THE RI VER BELOW THE DOCKS. HE GAVE US A VERY GOOD SHOW
AND VE LOVED I T. THERE WAS C RATI ONS ON THE PLANE SO WE STARTED
W TH BREAKFAST, DI NNER, AND SUPPER AND THEN REPEATED I T.

WE LANDED AT BANCOCK THAI LAND FOR LUNCH. VWHEN HE
TOOK OFF HE DI D THE SAME THI NG THE PLANE HAD NO DOOR AND | WAS
STANDI NG I N THE DOOR.  WE WERE NOT VERY FAR OFF OF THE RUNWAY.
WE LANDED AT RANGOCN, BURMA AFTER FLYI NG BACK OVER THE RAI LRCAD
WE HAD BUI LT I N 1943. THEY BACKED UP AND AMBULANCE TO OUR PLANE
AND LOADED US | |IT AND DROVE A SHORT DI STANCE AND PUT US ON AN
AMBULANCE PLANE W TH A BEAUTI FUL NURSE. | GOT TO FEELI NG BAD AND
THAT NURSE PUT ME IN A BED. CHECKED ME OVER  GAVE US SOME FRESH
M LK AND | THOUGHT | HAD DI ED AND GONE TO HEAVEN. | SOON GOT TO
FEEL BETTER. WE LANDED I N CALCUTTA, | ND A

VWE VERE PUT I N A CONVOY OF AMBULANCES AND TAKEN ON A
LONG JOURNEY TO THE ARMY HOSPI TAL. SOVE OF THE THI NGS THE
DRIVERS DID | AM ASHAMED CF AND | AM SURE IT DID NOT G VE US A
GOOD REPUTATI ON.  THEY WOULD START CROWDI NG AN | NDI AN DRI VI NG A
CART PULLED BY AN OXYON. AND THE NEXT ONE WOULD PUSH H M OVER
MORE. AND SOME HT THEM | AM ASHAMED | WATCH | T NOT REALI ZI NG
THESE KIND OF THINGS DI D NOT SELL US TO THE COUNTRI ES WE WERE | N.
WE ARRI VED AT THE HOSPI TAL AND THEY MET US WTH A HOT COCO CCOLA.
THEY ALL TRIED TO BE NI CE AND WE SURE APPREACI ATED I T.

WE WVERE | SSUED 600 DOLLARS I N | NDI AN MONEY. WE WERE
GRANTED LIBERTY TIL M D NI GHT. BOOZE WAS NOT AVI ALABLE EXCEPT
SOME HORROBLE | NDI AN BOOZE. WE DRANK IT. A LOT OF US DI D NOT
COME | N AT M DNI GHT AND SOVE WERE PUT ON REPCORT. THEY WERE TAKEN
TO CAPTI ANS MASK AND SLAPPED ON THE WRI ST. SO WE | N ORDER TO NOT
UP SET THEM JUST DI D NOT APPLY FOR LI BERTY. I T WAS AN OPEN GATE
SO WE JUST WVENT.

WE WERE DRESSED | N KAKI ES SO THE SHORE PATROL JUST TRIED TO
PROTECT US. WE VEENT | NTO RESTRI CTED AREA AS WE DI D NOT KNOW THE
DI FFERENCE. | BOUGHT SOVE WHI TES AND GOT THEM SO DI RTY ONE NI GHT



| WASHED THEM I N THE SHOANER BEFORE | SENT THEM TO THE LAUNDRY.
THEY EXZAM NED US AND | THI NK I N ABOUT TEN DAYS WE FLEW ACRCSS

I NDI A TO KARACHI . PAKASTAN. WE WERE THERE A DAY OR SO AND WAS
PUT ON A C 54 THAT HELD 27 PECPLE. WE WOULD FLY ABOUT 6 HOUR
FLI GHTS. THERE WERE A FEW OTHER THAN EX PRI SI ONERS ON THE PLANE
AND SOVE WERE BEI NG BUMPED. WE THOUGHT WE M GHT BE BUT WE WERE
TOLD THE ONLY ON THAT COULD BUMP US WAS THE PRESI DENT AND HE HAD
H'S O PLANE. WE LANDED AT CARI O, EGYPT AND WHEN WE TOOK CFF
ABOQUT ElI GHT PM THE MOON WAS SHI NI NG AND THE PI LOT Cl RCLED THE
PRIM DS. WE LANDED AT CASABLANK AND WAS PUT I N THE HOTEL THAT
THE PRESI DENT STAYED I N WHEN THEY HAD THE BI G MEETI NG WE GOT A
BATH AND TOOK OFF ABOUT 4 PM FOR THE AZORES. WE LANDED THERE AT
ABOUT 8 PM HAD A MEAL AND TOOK OFF FOR NEW FERULAN. | T WAS AN
OVER NI GHT FLI GHT ACROSS THE ATLANTI C. WE ARRI VED | N NEW FERULAN
AROUND 7 A M AND IT WAS COLD. WE WERE ALL DRESSED I N KAKI ES
AND HAD NO COAT. WE RIDE ON A COLD BUS TO THE MESS HALL; AND
THEN BACK TO THE PLANE HEADED FOR NEW YORK CI TY.

VE ARRI VED | N NEW YORK ABOUT ONE OCLOCK I N THE
AFTERNOON.  NO ONE KNEW WE WERE COM NG AND NO ONE MET US. WE
WAl TED SEVERAL HOURS BEFORE A BUS CAME FOR US. A TWO ENG NE Al R
PLANE A C 47 HAD STARTED LANDI NG AS WE TOOK CFF I N THE AZORES,
NEW FERLAND, AND NOW NEW YORK. | T HAD SOVE NURSES THAT WERE
CAPTURED BY THE GERMANS FOR FEW WEEKS AND THEY WERE EXCI TED ABOUT
THEI R ADVENTURE. WE WERE ON THE SAME BUS HEADED FCOR AN ARMY
HOSPI TAL. ONE OF THEM WAS SETTI NG WTH ONE OF OUR PEOPLE AND SHE
WAS SO EXCI TED TELLI NG HI M ABQUT THEI R ADVENTURE. SHE FI NALLY
ASKED WHERE HE HAD BEEN. HE TOLD HER AND SHE SEEMED EMBARRESED
WHEN SHE FCUND OUT HOW LONG HE HAD BEEN A PRI SONER.  WE CERTAINLY
DI D NOT WANT TO HURT ANY ONE' S FEELING WE WERE SO HAPPY TO BE
HOME.

| HAD LEFT SAN DI EGO, CALIF. THE FI RST PART OF
SEPTEMBER 1940 AND RETURNED TO NEW YORK | N LATE SEPTEMBER 1945.
IT WAS A LI TTLE OVER FI VE YEARS. THEY ALLOAED US TO MAKE A PHONE
CALL HOVE WHEN VW ARRI VED AT THE ARMY HOSPI TAL. | FORGET HOW |
HAD MY MOTHERS PHONE NUMBER BUT SHE ANSWERED THE PHONE. | DID
NOT RECOGNI ZE HER VO CE AT FI RST. THE NEXT DAY WE WERE TAKEN TO
THE NAVY HOSPI TAL AND THE MEDI CAL ORDELY AND THE BUS DRI VER
STOPPED AT A BAR AND BOUGHT US A DRI NK. WE WERE | SSUED SOVE
MONEY, UN FORMS, AND STARTED A LOT OF PHYSI CAL EXZAMS. THE FI RST
NI GHT VE DI D NOT GET LEBERTY BUT THE SECOND DAY ABOUT NOON WVE
VENT ON OUR FIRST LIBERTY. | RODE A SUBWAY TO DOAN TOAN NEW YORK
AND JUST WALKED ARCUND FOR A WHI LE. ABOUT 7 OCLOCK | ENDED UP AT
THE AQUARRUM | T WAS A BAR AND A DANCE HALL. HAD A COLORED BAND
(CAB CALLAVWAY) AND | STARTED DANCI NG W TH DI FFERENT G RLS. |
ENDED UP WTH 4 G RLS AT A TABLE AND WAS BUYI NG THEM DRI NKS. ONE
OF THE G RLS WAS VERY NI CE AND | MADE A DATE TO MEET HER THERE
THE NEXT NIGHT. | COULD GET Tl CKETS FCR BROADWAY SHOWAS AND AFTER
I T WAS OVER VE VENT TO SOVE NI CE HOTELS AND DANCED TO LI VE BANDS.

TO GO ON 90 DAYS LEAVE | NEEDED TWO STOOLS FOR WORMS
AND | COULD GO SO ONE MORNI NG | CAME BACK AND PASSED ONE SMALL
MOVEMENT, CUT IT IN TWO Pl ECES AND BY NOON | WAS ON My WAY. |
RODE THE SUBWAY ALL AFTERNOON TO FLOYD BENNET FI ELD. WE TOOK OFF
AT 5 P. M AND LANDED | N WASHI NGTON. THEN MADE SEVERAL STOPS AND
AT7 A M VE LANDED AT AVARI LLIO TEXAS. | GOT OFF AND STARTED



H TCH HKING | WAS PICKED UP BY A CAR LOAD OF DOCTCRS AND
NURSES AND THEY KNEW DR LUMPKIN.  HE WAS THE ARMY DOCTOR THAT
DIED IN 80 Ki LO CAMP. | WAS ABLE TO TELL THEM SOVETH NG ABOUT

H' S DEATH. WHEN | GOT TO TULIA, TEXAS A SIGN ON A CREAMERY SAI D
HUTCH BS'S. My UNCLE WHEN | WAS SMALL WORKED FOR HHM ON HI' S
RANCH. | WALKED I N AND HE ADDRESSED ME BY NAME AND SAID JI M WAS
OQUT AT THE RANCH AND HE TOOK ME OQUT THERE. | WAS A SMALL KID
WHEN | HAD SEEN HI M LAST SO | WONDERED HOW HE KNEW ME. UNCLE JIM
WAS IN LOS ANGELES, CALIF. WHEN | LEFT. AS SCON AS MR HUTCHI NS
LEFT JIM PUT ME IN THE CAR AND DROVE ME TO ROTAN TEXAS. | HAD
BEEN GONE A LI TTLE OVER FI VE YEARS AND | T WAS GOCD TO RETURN
HOME.

CHANG NG MY NAME TO SOVE OTHER SHI P MATE MEANS THI S
DESCRI PTI ON WOULD TELL THE EXPERI ENCES OF A LOT OF MY SHI P NMATES.
I HAVE NOT TRIED TO TELL OF THE HORRI BLE CONDI TI ONS VE LI VED
UNDER. ALL OF MY SH PMATES WERE HERCES. THEY LI VED UNDER
CONDI TI ONS AS BAD OR WORSE THAN ANY ONE ELSE HAS SUFFERED. THEY
DID A JOB OF SACRI FI CE AS MANY OF OUR CI Tl ZENS HAVE DONE | N THE
PAST. AND | HOPE THE H STORY BOOKS WLL SHONTH S. | AM PROUD
TO HAVE BEEN A MEMBER OF THE USS HOUSON C A 30. | HAVE TR ED TO
USE THE EXPERI ENCES | LI VED UNDER TO MAKE ME A BETTER CI TI ZEN AND
DO SOVETHI NG TO MAKE THE WORLD A BETTER PLACE FOR ALL. JACK D
SMTH e nail jdsjunel@ox. net
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