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Now Hear This! 

Association Address: 
c/o John K. Schwarz, Executive 
Director 
2500 Clarendon Blvd., Apt. 121 
Arlington, VA  22201 

Association Phone Number: 
 703-867-0142 

Address for Tax Deductible 
Contributions: 

USS Houston SurvivorsΩ 
Association 
c/o Pam Foster, Treasurer 
370 Lilac Lane, 
Lincoln, CA 95648 

(Please specify which fund ς 
General or Scholarship) 

Association Email Contact: 
 Contact@USSHouston.org 

Association Founded 1947 
 By Otto and Trudy Schwarz 
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USS Houston (CA -30) & HMAS Perth (D -29)  

Honored 0n 75 th  Anniversary of Their Loss  
 

Trudy Schwarz (widow of Otto C. Schwarz); Teresa Reilly (widow of John 
Reilly); Eunell Weissinger (widow of William Weissinger); and Don Kehn, Jr. 
(Association Historian) lay a wreath at the USS Houston (CA-30) Monument 
during the USS Houston (CA-30) Memorial Service on 4 March 2017.  

 

75
th

 Anniversary of the Battle of 

Sunda Strait Remembered 

 
By John K. Schwarz 

 
A week like no other was presented 
February 28 through March 4, 2017 in 
Houston in honor of the 75th 
anniversary of the loss of USS Houston 
(CA-30) and HMAS Perth (D-29) thanks 
to the efforts of many great people.  
 
We experienced a wonderful evening 
on Tuesday, February 28th at the 
Houston Maritime Museum, which 
included a fascinating lecture on   
 
 (Continued on next page) 
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(Continued from Page 1) 

USS Houston CA-30 by Bill Withers, followed by 
the unveiling of a beautiful 6-foot model of 
USS Houston CA-30 produced by Bob Ivey.  Our 
gracious hosts, museum Director Leslie Bowlin 
and Curator Nathan Kyllonen, deserve our 
sincerest thanks.   
 
On this same evening (February 28th) the 
Archaeological Institute of America/Houston 
(hosts Becky Lao, Amy Potts) hosted a 
screening of the movie The Bridge on the River 
Kwai, which was introduced by Dr. Jay Thomas 
of the U.S. Naval History & Heritage Command 
(Navy Yard, Washington, DC). 
 
On Wednesday, March 1st, we attended a 
special reception marking the opening of the 
!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ aŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ aǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ трth 
ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ άDǳŀǊŘƛŀƴǎ ƻŦ 
{ǳƴŘŀ {ǘǊŀƛǘΦέ  ²Ƙŀǘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ƛǘ ƛǎΗ Lǘ 
will remain in Houston until June 30th after 
which it will travel to Sydney and Perth, 
Australia.  This wonderful work was made 
possible by the efforts of Consul General 
Alastair J.M. Walton, Nana Booker-Honorary 
Consul Emeritus of Australia and Curator 
Lindsay Shaw. The evening also included the 
premier of a beautiful musical piece entitled 
άhǾŜǊōƻŀǊŘΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
memory of the Battle of Sunda Straitτa 
surface battle in which USS Houston (CA-30) 
and HMAS Perth (D-29) were lost along with a 
total of approximately 1,000 brave 
servicemen. This wonderful piece of music, 
written by librettist Leah Lax and composer 
Mark Buller, held all in attendance spellbound. 
The evening culminated with an inspiring 
speech delivered by Mr. J. Thomas Schieffer, 
former U.S. Ambassador to Japan and 
Australia. 
 
We were back at the Archaeological Institute 
of America on Thursday, March 2, 2017 to hear 
a brilliant presentation by the aforementioned 
Dr. Jay Thomas who offered a tremendous 
level of insight and understanding as to the 
 
 
 
 
 

current state of USS Houston CA-30, as well as 
the efforts underway to attempt to protect her 
from salvagers. Our thanks go out to our 
gracious hosts Becky Lao and Amy Potts who 
facilitated a standing-room-only 
question/answer period with our Board, 
Bernice Harapat, and Trudy Schwarz.  
 
All of this led up to our ά5ŀȅ of wŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜέ 
activities commencing Friday afternoon, March 
3rd ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǘƻǳǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άDǳŀǊŘƛŀƴǎ ƻŦ 
{ǳƴŘŀ {ǘǊŀƛǘέ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ Wǳƭƛŀ 
Ideson Library in Houston.  

 
   Saturday Morning Breakfast (Photo: Dennis Flynn) 

Brilliant presentations were offered during our 
Friday night and Saturday morning activities by: 
Don Kehn, Jr., Association Historian & Author; 
Captain R. Mark Stacpoole, USN, former 
American Legation, U.S. Naval Attaché to 
Jakarta, Indonesia; and Dr. Jay Thomas. Thank 
you very much, gentlemen! 
 
The week culminated with a simply marvelous 
and touching Annual Memorial Service at the 
USS Houston CA-30 monument in Sam Houston 
Park on Saturday, March 4th. A divine break in 
the otherwise poor weather conditions of the 
day allowed the Service to be conducted. 
Despite the weather, the annual Memorial 
Service was attended by more people than 
ever! Many thanks to everyone who made this 
week so memorable. Thanks especially to those 
people who contributed their photos of our 
activities to this issue of the Blue Bonnet, 
including: Barry Barlow; Dennis Flynn; Joe 
McCain; Sandra Karcher; and Dana Charles.   
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1 March 2017: WƻƘƴ ϧ ¢ǊǳŘȅ {ŎƘǿŀǊȊ Ǿƛǎƛǘ .ƻō LǾŜȅΩǎ 
CA-30 model at the Houston Maritime Museum. 

Former U.S. Ambassador J. Thomas Schieffer addresses a 
1 March 2017 ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀǘ IƻǳǎǘƻƴΩǎ /ƛǘȅ IŀƭƭΦ 

1 March 2017: At the Houston Maritime Museum: Nathan 
Kyllonen, Curatorial Assistant; Sue Kreutzer; Don Kehn, Jr.; John 

Schwarz; Trudy Schwarz; and Leslie Bowlin, Museum Director.  

Sylvester Turner, Mayor of the City of Houston, 
speaks at the Ideson Library on 1 March 2017.  

4 March 2017: Active duty officers from the armed forces of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, Australia, and 
the United States pose with the Sea Cadets, Houston Division for this group photo after the 75

th
 Anniversary 

Memorial Service in Sam Houston Park, Houston, Texas. (Photo by Barry Barlow) 
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(More photos on Page 14) 


