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Now Hear This! 

Association Address: 
c/o John K. Schwarz, Executive 
Director 
2500 Clarendon Blvd., Apt. 121 
Arlington, VA  22201 

Association Phone Number: 
 703-867-0142 

Address for Tax Deductible 
Contributions: 

U.S.S. Houston SurvivorsΩ 
Association 
c/o Pam Foster, Treasurer 
370 Lilac Lane, 
Lincoln, CA 95648 

(Please specify which fund ς 
General or Scholarship) 

Association Email Contact: 
 Contact@USSHouston.org 

Association Founded 1946: 
 by Otto and Trudy Schwarz 
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USS Houston, HMAS Perth  Memorial 
Installed at U.S. Embassy in Jakarta  

 

March 1, 2015: Eagle Scout Candidate Richard Stacpoole (Right) unveils the new U.S.S. 
Houston (CA-30)/H.M.A.S. Perth (D-29) Memorial, which he designed, at the U.S. 

Embassy in Jakarta, Java, Indonesia. (Photo by Dana Charles) 

By Dana Charles 

A newly created U.S.S. Houston (CA-
30) and H.M.A.S. Perth memorial was 
commissioned at the U.S. Embassy in 
Jakarta, Java, Indonesia on Sunday, 
March 1, 2015τ73 years to the day 
after both cruisers were lost in battle 
some 60 nautical miles away in 
Bantam Bay.  15-year-old Richard 
Stacpoole designed the memorial as 
his Eagle Scout Project. Richard, the 
son of the U.S. Naval Attaché at the 
U.S. Embassy in Jakarta, CAPT Mark 
Stacpoole, USN, unveiled the 
completed memorial at a special 

ceremony at the U.S. Embassy in 

Jakarta where it was warmly received 

by US Ambassador to Indonesia 

Robert O. Blake.   

mailto:Contact@USSHouston.org
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Jakarta where U.S. Ambassador to Indonesia 
Robert O. Blake warmly received it.   

Richard Stacpoole, 15, Memorial designer 

 
The Memorial features a custom-made wooden 
case whose legs resemble U.S.S. IƻǳǎǘƻƴΩǎ 8-inch 
guns. Inside the case are two portholes from U.S.S. 
Houston (CA-30) and two framed photosτone of 
IƻǳǎǘƻƴΩǎ skipper CAPT Albert Rooks, USN and the 
other of tŜǊǘƘΩǎ ǎƪƛǇǇŜǊ /!t¢ IŜŎǘƻǊ άIŜŎέ ²ŀƭƭŜǊΣ 
RAN. The crew list of H.M.A.S. Perth is inscribed on 
the right side of the case, and the crew list of 
U.S.S. Houston (CA-30) is inscribed on the left side. 
Hanging on the wall behind the case is a framed 
print of a painting by artist Tom Freeman of U.S.S. 
Houston (CA-30) fighting at the Battle of Sunda 
Strait. The H.M.A.S. Perth Association and the 
U.S.S. Houston (CA-30) Survivors Association and 
Next Generations participated in donating to the 
new Memorial, which is the only memorial to 
U.S.S. Houston and H.M.A.S. Perth currently in 
Jakarta, Java, Indonesia. 
 
On the night of February 28, 1942, U.S.S. Houston 
(CA-30) and H.M.A.S. Perth (D-29) were 
attempting to enter Sunda Strait when they 
encountered an entire Japanese invasion fleet 
comprised of two heavy cruisers and one light 
cruiser; 9 destroyers; and some 60 transport ships. 
Low on ammunition and fuel, the Perth and the 
Houston nevertheless opened fire and evaded 
serious damage until sometime after midnight on 
1 March 1942 when H.M.A.S. Perth with a crew of  
 

 
The new U.S.S. Houston (CA-30) & H.M.A.S. Perth 

(D-29) Memorial in Jakarta, Java, Indonesia 
 
681 aboard was hit by heavy gunfire and four 
torpedoes and was sunk. The IƻǳǎǘƻƴΩǎ 1,050-man 
crew of sailors and Marines fought on alone for 
approximately 40 more minutes. Running out of 
ammunition, Houston was pounded at close range 
by heavy shells, and struck by at least three 
torpedoes until she finally went down, bathed in 
enemy searchlights. During this ferocious battle, 
ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ .ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ {ǳƴŘŀ {ǘǊŀƛǘΣέ 
approximately 1,000 Australian and American 
crewmen, including the captains of both ships, 
perished.  The 368 American and 350 Australian 
crewmen who survived the battle became 
prisoners of war of Imperial Japanese forces. By 
the time the Pacific War ended in August, 1945, 
only 290 naval officers, sailors, and Marines of 
U.S.S. Houston, and 218 sailors of H.M.A.S. Perth 
were still alive. 
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From the desk of the Executive Director 

John K. Schwarz 
 

The first message I would like to impart is one, big THANK YOU! That goes to everyone/anyone who 
made a contribution to our fabulous memorial service held on March 7, 2015 at the U.S.S. Houston CA-
30 monument. We simply could not do this without the help of all those listed on the program and 
those behind the scenes. The Board of Managers offers all of you our praise and gratitude.  
  
For many years we have wondered what it would be like when we do not have the honor of the 
presence of any of our living survivors at the service. Obviously, for those who were in attendance, you 
know that that time arrived on March 7th. I am proud to say that our resolve and spirit remains 
steadfast and was on display on March 7th as we honored all of U.S.S. IƻǳǎǘƻƴΩǎ crewmenτthe 700 
Sailors and Marines who perished on the night of U.S.S. IƻǳǎǘƻƴΩǎ loss; those crewmen who survived 
the sinking but who perished as POWS; those crewmen who have passed away since WWII; and those 
crewmen who are still living. We are grateful to everyone in attendance who offered the spirit of 
respect through remembrance. 
  
For those of you who were in attendance at our Friday night dinner, you received a brilliant 
presentation delivered by RADM Samuel Cox, USN (Ret.), Director of Naval History and Heritage 
Command, Navy Yard, Washington, DC. He clearly described the current condition of the ship based on 
recent Navy dive assessments, as well as measures already taken and ongoing to protect her integrity. I 
will gladly summarize the message by simply saying that now more than ever, our ship needs to be left 
alone for its own very continued existence. 
  
{ƻ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƘŜŀŘΚ ²ŜƭƭΣ ŀƴȅ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ΨŘƻǿƴ ǘƛƳŜΩ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ 
U.S.S. Houston CA-30 central. For example: 
  

¶ The Board will be re-examining the criteria and parameters regarding membership in our 
Association. This issue has been touched upon in several recent articles and discussed going 
back quite a few years. The ultimate goal is quite simple. That is, to include any number of 
members, whatever the number, who are sincere in offering contribution to our mission of 
ΨǇŜǊǇŜǘǳŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ƳŜƴΩΦ 

  

¶ Our traditional reunion week-end model has to be re-ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ Ψƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǊŜŘΩΦ 

  

¶ Please remember that the Board of Managers is always available and open at: 
(contact@usshouston.org). If you have compliments, questions, concerns, you do not need to 
wait for an annual membership meeting to voice them. 

  
We wish you good health and happiness this year! Enjoy the rest of the Bluebonnet!  

  

               John 
                           Son of Otto and Trudy Schwarz 

 

mailto:contact@usshouston.org
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Reunion 2015 Report 
By Sue Kreutzer 

Association President & Reunion Chairperson 

 

What a wonderful Reunion/Memorial Service 2015!  
hƴŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ƴƻǘŜŘΧǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎ 
in attendance.  So, in fact, I should correct my first 
sentence!  What a wonderful U.S.S. Houston CA-30 
family visit/Memorial Service 2015! Mr. Ingram and 
Mr. Brooks, I do hope your health is leveling out on 
the good side.   We missed you!   
 
 
There were 4 surviving spouses in attendance: Donna Flynn, Teresa Reilly, Trudy Schwarz and Eunell 
Weissinger.  More than 45 attended various activities over the week-end culminating in the best yet 
Memorial Service on Saturday in Sam Houston Park with 175 in attendance.  (Thank you to the Sea 
Cadet head-ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΗ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀƴ Ŝŀǎȅ ƧƻōΣ ƎǳȅǎΗύ 
 

The absence of survivors (we all knew the day would 
come) shows us we need to re-examine the possibility of 
splitting Reunion from Memorial Service, carrying out both 
components, perhaps in different locations, to make travel 
easier for our survivors and surviving spouses so they can 
spend time together while maintaining our mission to 
perpetuate the memory of CA-30 through the Memorial 
Service.  Those of you who have witnessed the 
camaraderie these men and their wives share know how 
special the bond is.  Of course, we must do what we can to 
allow them the time to reunite without causing travel 
hardships. In addition, the Reunion continues to run in the 
red.   

 
The Member Meeting on Friday morning was well-attended.  The Nominating Committee presented 
two current Managers for re-election till 2018.  Members approved Dana Charles and Pam Foster.  
tƭŜŀǎŜ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ά.ŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀ aŀƴŀƎŜǊέ DǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ Blue Bonnet (p. 20). The 
Board is always looking for interested members who want to deepen their involvement.  Remember 
that WWII poster: άUncle Sam Needs YOUέΚ  Your Association needs YOU!  
 
CǊƛŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΩǎ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎǳƭŀǊΗ  Lǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ 
with our Marine friend, Steve Waldner, entering and assembling two stands flying 
the U.S.S. Houston CA-ол {ǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ .ŀƴƴŜǊ ƻƴ ƻƴŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
H.M.A.S. Perth !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ōŀƴƴŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘΗ  {ǘŜǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
stands for us!  We thank you from the bottom of our hearts, Steve.  Our internal 
scholarship recipient, Stephen Reilly, not only shared his winning essay with us, 
but he also serenaded us with his guitar as well!  Oh, my goodness, Stephen, what 
a treat!  (See photo at right). 

(L to R): Eunell Weissinger, Trudy Schwarz, and Donna Flynn. 

{Ŝŀ /ŀŘŜǘǎΩ /ƻƭƻǊ DǳŀǊŘΣ aŀǊŎƘ тΣ нлмрΦ 
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RADM Samuel Cox, USN (Ret.), the newly appointed Director of 
Naval Heritage and History Command, shared his wealth of naval 
knowledge with the group.  Since RADM Cox accepted his 
position late last year, no one on the Board had ever spoken with 
him nor had any idea how extensive his knowledge of the CA-30 
was.  My goodness!  He is quite familiar with the story!  Applause 
from families in attendance expressed support for his firm 
respect of the U.S.S. Houston CA-30, recognizing it as a sacred 
war grave, where it lies in Indonesian waters.  While some refer 
ǘƻ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ {ǳƴŘŀ {ǘǊŀƛǘ ŀǎ άǎŀƭǾŀƎƛƴƎΣέ aǊΦ /ƻȄ 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƛǘ άǎŎŀǾŜƴƎƛƴƎΦέ  IŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŀǊŜ 
underway to persuade the Indonesian government to create a 
non-dive circumference around the wrecks of the Houston and 
Perth, designating them internationally as war graves to be left 
undisturbed.  Thank you, sir, for your work to protect what 
remains of our ship! 

 
 

 
¢ƘŜ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ нлмр ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƻƴŜ ȅŜǘΗ  IƻǳǎǘƻƴΩǎ aŀȅƻǊ !ƴƴƛǎŜ tŀǊƪŜǊ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ 
read a proclamation honoring the ship and its men.  The speakers outdid themselves.  The Patriot 
Riders, the Invincible Eagle Band, the Sea Cadets, the Marine Rifle Salute Team and our wonderful 

refreshment volunteers, the Gideons, did an 
amazing job.  Thank you one and all!  Job well 
done! 
 

 
 

  

RADM Samuel Cox, USN (Ret.), NHHC Dir. 
Speaking at the 6 March 2015 Banquet 

Ex. Dir. John Schwarz receives a 
Proclamation from City of Houston 
Mayor Annise Parker. CAPT Carter 

Conlin, USN (Ret.) looks on.  
(Photos: Tim Joseph) 

 

Photos of the USS Houston (CA-30) Memorial Service and March 6 Banquet by Tim Joseph can be viewed at:  
http://timjoseph.smugmug.com/Events/USS-Houston-2015-Ceremony/n-xg89fp/ 
http://timjoseph.smugmug.com/Events/USS-Houston-2015-Banquet-Hyatt/n-zkRGgQ/i-kJTpsDV 

!ƭǎƻΣ bD {Ƙŀǿƴ CƭȅƴƴΩǎ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нлмр ¦{{ Iƻǳǎǘƻƴ ό/!-30) Reunion can be seen at: 
http://www.usshouston.net 

 

http://timjoseph.smugmug.com/Events/USS-Houston-2015-Ceremony/n-xg89fp/
http://timjoseph.smugmug.com/Events/USS-Houston-2015-Banquet-Hyatt/n-zkRGgQ/i-kJTpsDV
http://www.usshouston.net/
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: 
 
 
 
CDR Andrew Schroder, RAN 
Assistant Naval Attaché 
Speaker 

 
 

 
 
Geert Visser, 
Consul, The Kingdom of the 
Netherlands 
Speaker 
 

 
 
Gil Raynor 
C.O., Texas Commandery,  
Naval Order of the U.S. 
Speaker 
 

 
 
 
 
Mayor Annise Parker 
City of Houston 
Speaker 
 

 
 
 
COL Stan Horton, USMC  
U.S. Marine Corps 
Speaker 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Matt Rejmaniak 
Singer 

 
 

 
 
 
CAPT Carter Conlin, USN (Ret.) 
Navy Hymn 
 

Carl Salazar 
Dir., Office of Veterans 
Affairs 
Speaker 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

You Shop, Amazon Gives 
By Pam Crispi Foster, Treasurer 

 

Many of us already shop online at Amazon.com.  Did you know that Amazon has a program where they will 
donate a portion of your purchase price to the USS Houston CA-30 Survivors Association and Next 
Generations?  There is no additional cost to you or to the association and the proceeds help to perpetuate 
the memory of our ship and the sacrifices made by her crew.  Visit our website:  www.usshouston.org and 
click on the AmazonSmile link or go to the website shown below.  This is a win-win situation for all of us. 
 
¶ Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to the USS Houston 

CA-30 Survivors Association and Next Generations whenever you shop on AmazonSmile.  
¶ AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, same prices, same service. 
¶ Support the USS Houston CA-30 Survivors Association and Next Generations by starting your 

shopping at http://smile.amazon.com/ch/74-2814051.  

  

http://amazon.com/
http://www.usshouston.org/
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/74-2814051
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Meet our 2015 Scholarship R ecipients  

U.S.S. Houston (CA-30) Annual Scholarship 
Recipient  

 
Stephen Reilly  

The twelfth internal scholarship winner, 
Stephen is the third recipient to come from 
the USS Houston CA-30 survivor John D. & 
Theresa Reilly family tree. He is a high school 
senior at Loyola High School in Los Angeles, 
CA and is currently considering various college 
options. His scholarship application was 
outstanding. He read aloud his award winning 
essay at the 2015 SurvivorsΩ Association 
reunion and received a standing ovation. Here 
are some other notable things about Stephen: 

¶ 4.0 grade point average 

¶ Sports Editor of the Loyalist Student 

Newspaper 

¶ Loyola High School Baseball Team 

¶ Assistant baseball Coach- South 
Pasadena, CA Little League 

¶ Usher, Holy Family Catholic Church 

¶ Union Station Soup Kitchen Pasadena, 
volunteer 

¶ South Pasadena Library volunteer 

¶ Intermediate second language skills- 
Spanish 

 

U.S. Naval Academy Foundation Scholarship  
Recipient  

 
Megan Cessna 

A Suma Cum Laude graduate from Ross S. 
Sterling High School in Baytown, Texas, 
Megan is attending Greystone Preparatory 
School at Schreiner University in Kerrville, 
Texas as a Foundation scholarship recipient. 
Some of her achievements include: 

¶ Starting First Baseman and Team 
Captain of the Varsity Softball team. 

¶ Drum Major of the Sterling Silver 
Spectacular Marching Band. 

¶ National Honor Society. 

¶ Girl Scout for ten years. 

¶ Has actively played tournament 
softball. 

 

 
 

U.S.S. Houston (CL-81) !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ 
Annual Reunion  

August 18 ɀ 23, 2015 
Radisson Hotel ɀ Green Bay, WI 

Contact: Barbara Hillebrand 608-424-6095; 
Bhillebrand@charter.net 

Shipmates, families and friends are welcome! 

mailto:Bhillebrand@charter.net
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INTERNAL ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP 
PROGRAM UPDATE  

Applications for next ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
competition are being accepted beginning June 1 
with the deadline for submission extending to 
November 1, 2015.  
 
To apply for the scholarship applicants can go to 
www.usshouston.org and click on the scholarship 
tab, scroll down to bottom of the page and click 
to download the application packet. 
 
Application packets can also be obtained by 
writing to John Keith Schwarz, 2500 Clarendon 
Blvd. Apt. 121, Arlington, VA 22201. 
 
Each year the amount our Association can award 
to the Internal Scholarship recipient depends on 
your generosity. The scholarship award available 
for 2016 will be $3,000. Donations are always 
accepted and appreciated, and are necessary to 
perpetuate this program.  
 
You can also remember the U.S.S. Houston CA-30 
Scholarship Fund in your will, estate planning, or 
beneficiary designations.  All donations are tax 
deductible.  
 
Donations should be made out to: U.S.S. Houston 
CA-30 SurvivorsΩ Association. Please note on your 
ŎƘŜŎƪΥ ά{ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ 5ƻƴŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 
 
Mail Donations to: Pam Crispi Foster, 370 Lilac 
Lane, Lincoln, CA 95648 
 
To-date and after approximately 15 years of 
program implementation, we have awarded 12 
scholarships totaling $25,250.00. This is an 
extremely successful program outcome by any 
measure.  
 
We thank everyone who has donated and 
participated in this worthwhile endeavor. 
 

 

Due to the generosity of our Association members and 

others, and since its purchase in 2008, this permanent 

scholarshipτthe U.S.S. Houston (CA-30) Memorial 

Scholarshipτhas been awarded five times. This 

scholarship award enables a year of preparatory 

military school education, which helps these 

candidates enter the U.S. Naval Academy (USNA), and 

helps produce proud Naval Officers. We are pleased to 

report that our first and second scholarship recipients 

have now graduated from the USNA and are currently 

serving as officers in the U.S. Navy. What a lasting 

tribute to the legacy of the men of U.S.S. Houston (CA-

30)!  

 

     

2004 ς Gene Bankhead, grandson of Gene Crispi 
2005 ς Katy Fort, granddaughter of Cecil Chambliss 
2006 ς Gerald Agin, grandson of Gerald Agin 
2007 ς Jenny Garrett, granddaughter of Joe Garrett 
2008 ς Raymond Davis, great nephew of George Davis, Jr. 
2009 ς Alex James, great nephew of John Stefanek 
2010 ς Kevin Swick, grandson of John Reilly 
2012 ς Cody Karcher, great grandson of Richard H. Gingras 
2013 ς Laura Reilly, granddaughter of John Reilly 

and Maggie Tuttle, great niece of Howard Brooks 
2014 ς Stephanie Daigre, granddaughter-in-law of Gene        
             Crispi 
2015 ς Stephen Reilly, grandson of John Reilly 

2010 ς Stephen Scales 
2011 ς Lenue Gilchrist, 
2013 ς Robert Z. Sutherland 
2014 ς Evan S. Hovenden 
2015 ς Megan Cessna 

     

 

http://www.usshouston.org/

