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Now Hear This!  

Association Address: 
   c/o John Schwarz, Exec. Dir. 
   2500 Clarendon Blvd., Apt. 121 
   Arlington, VA  22201 

Association Phone Number: 
   703-867-0142 

Address for Tax Deductible 
Contributions: 
USS Houston Survivors Assoc. 
   c/o Pam Foster, Treasurer 
   370 Lilac Lane, 
   Lincoln, CA 95648 
(please specify which fund ς  
General or Scholarship) 

Association Email Contact: 
   Contact@USSHouston.org 

Association Founded 1946: 
   by Otto and Trudy Schwarz 
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Reunion 2012  

Commemorates 70 th  Anniversary  

of USS Houston CA -30õs Loss  

Survivors Howard Brooks and David 

Flynn at the 2012 Reunion  

Flag and Bell Atop USS Houston CA -30 Monument in 

Sam Houston Park  
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2012 Memorial  Service 

Representatives of Australia, Britain, the Kingdom of the Netherlands, the Naval Order of the US, 
the US Marine Corps, and the City of Houston, were among those guests who honored our 
Association by participating in the annual Memorial Service on 3 March 2012 in Houston. We 
thank all of the participants for their outstanding contributions to the annual event.  

Speakers 

 
 
 
Australia  
 
 
 
 
Commander 
David Wright, RAN  
Assistant Naval Attaché  
Embassy of Australia, Washington DC  
 
 
 
 
 
Great Britain  
 
 
 
 
Mr. Andy Pryce  
British Deputy Consul General  
Houston, Texas 
 
 
 
 
The Netherlands  
 
 
 
 
Mr. Geert Visser 
Consul of the Kingdom of the Netherlands  
Houston, Texas 
 
 
  

 
 
United States  
 
 
 
 
 
Captain Carter B. Conlin, USN (Ret.) 
Past Commander General 
Naval Order of the United States  
 
 
 
 
 
United States 
 
 
 
 
Major Jason Borovies  
United States Marine Corps  
 
 
 
 
 
City of Houston  
 
 
 
 
-ÒȢ %Ȣ !Ȣ Ȱ"ÕÄÄÙȱ 'ÒÁÎÔÈÁÍȟ 
$ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒȟ /ÆÆÉÃÅ ÏÆ 6ÅÔÅÒÁÎÓȭ !ÆÆÁÉÒÓ 
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Volunteers  
Our Association is also grateful for the many volunteers who participated in various ways too 
numerable to mention in this newsletter. However, we will highlight a few here who participated 
in the memorial service in special ways. 
 
 
Captain James C. Thomas  
Chaplain, US Army: 
Invocation, Benediction  
 
 
 
 
Mr. Matt Rejmaniak:  
Led in singing the  
National Anthem and 
Ȱ'ÏÄ "ÌÅÓÓ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȱ 
 
 
 
 
Marine Rifle Detail:  
Rifle Salute 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
US Naval Sea Cadets: 
Color Guard 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Invincible Eagles Band  
CMDR James B. Sterling, III,                                    
USN (Ret.), Director  
 
 
 
 

 

Ms. Nana Booker 
Honorary Australian 
Consul in Houston:  
Assisted in laying wreath  
 
 
 
Mr. Tom Vandeveer:  
Led in reciting the 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
 
 
 
 
US Naval Sea Cadets: 
Assisted with  
Wreath -laying  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr. John K. Schwarz 
Executive Director  
USS Houston CA-30 
Survivors Association:  
Emcee 
 
 

 
        Mr. Tim Joseph: 
        Photographer  
  
 
 
 
 

Many thanks to everyone who participated! 

Photo by Tim Joseph 
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NOW HEAR THIS ! 

REUNION 2012  

 

 

 
bƻǿ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘƛǎΧΧwŜǳƴƛƻƴ нлмнΣ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ тлth Anniversary of the Battle of Sunda Strait 
was a weekend to remember in so many ways. It began with recognition long overdue. New member, 
Ginger Turner and Dana Charles, VP and Association communicator, put their heads together and were 
instrumental in getting a front page article published in the Houston Chronicle on Thursday morning. 
The article featured the memories of Survivors Howard Brooks and David Flynn.  Well-written and 
informative, it was a fantastic tribute to the gallantry of the USS Houston CA-30 and its crew. The 
Scholarship Committee met Thursday afternoon and approved a $3,000 award for the internal 
scholarship in 2013. ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ нм ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ IȅŀǘǘΩǎ ǎƘǳǘǘƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭŜŘ 
off to dinner as a group to the very nice downtown Italian establishment. The restaurant staff was so 
friendly and honored to be allowed to serve our own American heroes.  They could see Howard Brooks 
needed dessert so they surprised us by sending out dessert for our entire group.  
 
CǊƛŘŀȅΩǎ aŜƳōŜǊ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƴŜwest members. Executive Director, John 
{ŎƘǿŀǊȊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ά.ŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀ .ƻŀǊŘ aŜƳōŜǊέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ  ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘhis 
edition of the Blue Bonnet. Anyone who is interested in a deeper participation in the Association is 
invited to contact any manager. A one-time amendment to the Bylaws was passed to allow terms of 
Managers to be staggered. It is important that Managers terms be set to expire at different times to 
avoid turnover of managers all at the same time. Jo Klenk was elected to a one-year term, Jane 
Matthews was elected to a two-year term, and Pam Foster was elected to a three-year term. This is a 
one-time only amendment to the Bylaws.    
 
During the November, 2011 Model Unveiling Ceremony in Washington, D.C. several of our survivors 
expressed a desire to hold the annual Reunion in a location other than Houston. Several cited the ease 
of travel and liked the options for other sightseeing the ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜΦ Our 
Association, of course, has a duty to our survivors to listen and take seriously any requests they may 
make. John Schwarz wanted the members to know of this impending Board discussion and invited 
input.  
 
Since the Board meets monthly by teleconference, the meeting in Houston was very short. 
 
After lunch, the Harris /ƻǳƴǘȅ ōǳǎǎŜǎ ǿƘƛǎƪŜŘ ǳǎ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ Iƻǳǎǘƻƴ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
excursion was quite different. After a short presentation by Julie Grob on how to search the 
collections, we toured the stacks in groups of 10 while the rest of the group visited and enjoyed 
refreshments.  
 
CǊƛŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΩǎ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ƻǳǊ нлмн {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛƴƴŜǊΣ /ƻŘȅ YŀǊŎƘŜǊΦ Cody is the great-
grandson of LCDR Richard Hermes Gingras who was lost during the Battle of Sunda Strait. /ƻŘȅΩǎ ǇǊƻǳŘ 
grandparents, Nancy Gingras Karcher and Vic Karcher, were in attendance! /ƻŘȅΩǎ Ŝǎǎŀȅ ǿŀǎ ƳƻǾƛƴƎΗ 
!ƭǎƻ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ CǊƛŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΩǎ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ǿŀǎ /ŀǇǘΦ 9Ř ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΣ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦{b! 

 

From the pen of the President     Sue Kreutzer  
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Foundation. Capt. Wallace presented survivors Brooks and Flynn with special mementos from the US 
Naval Academy and reported on the progress of Midshipmen, Scales and Gilchrist. 
 
Saturday morning dawned sunny and less windy than last year! Beautiful weather for our 70th 
Anniversary Memorial Service! After brunch, Jerry Ranger, leader of the Dive Team, shared a special 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΧŦƻƻǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ нлмм Iƻǳǎǘƻƴ 5ƛǾŜΦ   
 
The Memorial Service , thanks to Dana Charles, John Schwarz and their supporting cast of several 
dozen, was beautiful. See more info about it elsewhere in this Blue Bonnet and be sure to check out 
the slide show at http://www.usshouston.org/news.html for a wonderful overview. 
 
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΩǎ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀ wƻǳƴŘ ¢ŀōƭŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǾƛŘŜƻ 
greeting sent by Admiral Fulton, spouses, widows, one NG, and one volunteer from the 1,000 men 
recruited in Houston after the CA-30 was sunk. What marvelous stories they shared with all of us! 

2013 Reunion Information 

Due to requests from some of our survivors, there was some discussion about changing the location of 
the Annual Reunion.  After much consideration of many factors, it was decided to remain in Houston 
for the 2013 Reunion.  However, the 2013 Reunion weekend will be shortened.  It will begin Thursday, 
6PM and end Saturday, 6 PM.  Costs continue to rise.  While attendance has not decreased drastically 
over the last two years, due to increasing numbers of new members,  the incoming revenue still 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜǳƴƛƻƴΦ  CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭe, this year several members attended Reunion 
hotel events, but did not register for the Reunion at all.  Had all of those attendees been paid 
ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀƴǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǇǊƛƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
Memorial Service. 
   
The registration fee for 2013 may need to be increased.  The Board will be considering this topic as 
planning moves forward. Please know your registration fee covers the cost of printing programs for the 
Memorial Service,  rental of chairs and tents for the Memorial Service, snacks throughout the week-
end for the Hospitality Room, audio-visual needs for hotel event speakers and subsidizes a portion of 
the meals. So, if you choose not to register, please consider the shortfall you are creating for the 
!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƪƛǘǘȅΦ 
 

Correction to the January Blue Bonnet: We would like to thank John Moore, nephew of Charley 

(Jimmie) Pryor, for taking time from his work week to attend the November, 2011 Model 

Unveiling Ceremony in Washington, D.C. We apologize for omitting his name when reporting 

attendees in our January, 2012 Blue Bonnet. 

http://www.usshouston.org/news.html
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On the heels of yet another, glorious reunion weekend where we all experienced such a wonderful gathering of 
ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎκǎǇƻǳǎŜǎΣ ǿƛŘƻǿǎΣ bDΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ ǿƘŀǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ƳƛƴŘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ C¦¢¦w9Φ ¢ƛƳŜ ƛǎ ƳŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ƻƴ 
ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ²²LL ƘŜǊƻŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ άDǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ DŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴέ ŦƻƭƪǎΦ ¢ƻ ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛȊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ǳǇƻƴ ǳǎ 
quicker than I think we ever thought. 
 
It is often asked, what is our future? First, I hope we never lose sight of what has been handed down to us by 
those that started this whole thing, and the total group of CA-30 Survivors/spouses who faithfully have 
supported this Association for all of the years between 1946 and now. As I have lived this thing my whole life, I 
can say that I have never heard any end date attached to any mention of what we are all about - perpetuating 
the memory of the USS Houston CA-30, the ship, her Captain, crew and what they meant to America. The 
future has been, is, and will always be what we make of it. I clearly recall how delighted my dad was when the 
bŜȄǘ DŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŀǎ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǘƛǘƭŜΦ 
 
I experienced a great example of what the future is and how it gets there on a weekend in early February. A 
next, next generation individual was in Washington, DC for a quick work-related lay-over. I had opportunity to 
take this young man down to the CA-30 ship model at the Navy Yard which he had not yet seen. As a next 
ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƘŜΩǎ ƘŀƭŦ Ƴȅ ŀƎŜ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǎƛƻƴΣ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎƳ ŀǘ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǿŀǎ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 
us. He was understandably, overwhelmed with what he saw. This man is accomplished in his own right but 
again, his relation to the ship is a grandfather as opposed to in my case, a father. The reason this young man is 
who and what he is comes from the orientation to all of this given to him in this case, by a next generation set 
of parents. I can think of not much better an example of what the future is, can be, and how that happens. 
 
I have no children, so I must be the future from yet another context. That context is to spread the gospel 
whenever, wherever the opportunity presents itself. Better, try to make for those opportunitieǎΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ 
how many times, for example, I have taken folks down to the original ship model, or gone down there on my 
own and seized the chance to tell whomever, what this ship was all about. 
 
No matter where we end up physically and with whatever number of folks that includes, we hold the 
responsibility to carry on the tradition of attending to our mission which has been given to us. That we owe our 
heroes whom we admire so greatly no matter what our connection to them is. You can count on me being 
there as long as the good Lord allows for that. 
 
.ŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ǊŜǳƴƛƻƴΤ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǳƴōŜƭƛŜǾŀōƭȅ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪ put in by Board members Sue 
Kreutzer, Dana Charles, Jo Klenk and Pam Foster who all worked tirelessly throughout the weekend 
oǊŎƘŜǎǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŦŜǎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǎƻƴǎκŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ 
once again, such a wonderful tribute to the men. Thanks too, to our friends at the Houston Chronicle who 
wrote up such a wonderful article in ThǳǊǎŘŀȅΩǎ ǇŀǇŜǊ ǇǊŜŎŜŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ ²Ŝ ǊŜƴǘ ннр 
chairs for that service; granted 20 go to the band but I saw what appeared to be at least 40 or so folks standing 
for the entire service so to say the least, we had one great level of attendance in honor of the memory of all the 
men of the CA-30. 

 John  

From the desk of the Executive Director  

Joh n  Schwarz  
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Reunion Photos  

IŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǳƴƛƻƴΦ CƻǊ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎΣ ǎŜŜ {Ƙŀǿƴ CƭȅƴƴΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƘŜǊŜΥ  
http://www.usshouston.net/70th%20reunion/Page.htm and for a slide show of the memorial service, 
courtesy of Tim Joseph, see this online link: http://timjoseph.com/USSHouston2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Survivor David and Donna Flynn  

 
Howard Brooks, David Flynn,  

Cody Karcher (scholarship winner)  
(from left to right)  

 
Sylvia Brooks, Jimmie Pryor, Howard 

Brooks, Lee Robinson  
(from left to right  

 
Survivor Howard and Sylvia Brooks  

 

Trudy and John Schwarz  

(Association co-founder and Executive 

Director respectively)  

 
Admiral Bob Fulton  

(who made an appearance by video! ) 

http://www.usshouston.net/70th%20reunion/Page.htm
http://timjoseph.com/USSHouston2012

